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at all times hit hard and ask for no
quarter, and it will stop in this Cbamber
and not go outside.

On motion by Hon. F. Connor, debate
adjourned.

Hlouse adjourned at 9.23 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

QrESTION-FRU]T INDUSTRY.
Mr. TURVEY asked tile 'Minister for

Lands : 1, Is it the intention of the GJov-
erment to 1rovide open markets in the
metropolitan area for coping with next
sea,;nn's fruit supply ? 2, Will ample
cold storage i1(Poimlodatioi) be provided
it eonnectioin with the open markets?
23. What action, if any, does the Govern-
wient intend to take to exercise a greater
contrmol over the expor't of fruit during
next season 9 1, In viewv of the Agent
G ener'al's favou ralble relport up1on1 our
Jot-al timbller for fruit cases, will the 'Kin-
istet' equip smiall plant iii connection
wvith the State sawmill. for the manu-
facture of fl'nir cases locally?

The ( lNSE FOR LANDS re-
plied: I and 2, The! (iverunment intends,
to est ablishn in-he"l-. and in connectioni
wvithi these, 'efrizerotinr works will be
erer-led lii replace tie present works

-Which are inicluded inl the railwa 'y resump
tion. I. This matter is receiving con-
sideration. 4, The Minister concerned
will, no doubt, keep in view this outlet
for the use of timber.

MOTION - REMNANTLE COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS.

On motion by 1Mr. CARPENTER,
ordered: "That all papers in connection
with' the recent special audit 'of the ac-
counts of the Frenmantle Municipal Coun-
cit be laid upon the Table."

PAPERS-PETITiO'N OF JOHN
MAHER.

On motion by Mr. DJWYER ordered:
"That all papers in connection with the
application and petition of John Maher,
contractor, for compensation in reference
to the erection by him of public buildings
in Cathedral-avenue, be laid upon the
Table."

QU-ESTION-%-FORMA%[L -MOTIONS9.
Mr. MON1 GER: If I am not tres-

passing, may f ask whether the motions,
notices of which I have just given, will
be treated by the Government as formal,
and placed in sucht a position onl the
'Notice Pl':)er thiat thiey will be dealt with
Speedilyv?

Mr, SrIEAKERt: Has the lion. member
obtained the consent of the Ministers
concerned to that course?

Mr'. 'MONGER: T submitted these mo-
tions the other afternoon inl the form Of
questions and I was asked to present
them iii the shave of motions. I now
desire to know whether they will be
treated by the Goverinment as formal.

Mr. SPEA'-KER : The hon. member
mayv have them treated as formal if he
obtzains the conisent of the Ministers c'nn-
eerued.

M1r. MO1NGER: With all due resliet,
Mr'. Speker-

11r. SPEAkKER : F cannot allow ii dis-
'';ssmon on the u::mtter at d&ii stage:. T
finve given the hon. member my ruling:
in i'espect to the matter and I hope lie
will be satisfied.
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PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premier :Special audit of the

accounts of tile Fremnantle municipality
(ordered onl motion by 'Mr. Car-pen ter).

BILL: SUPPLY, t1,003,361.
R efturned tromn thle Legislative Council

without amendment.

THE NO-CONFIDENCE I)EBATE-
PROPOSED SECOND AMEND-
MIEN'T ABANDONED.

Hon. FRANK WTLSON: Before the
business is proceeded with I want to say
that, fin view of the Answer which the
Premier gave to mny quesitions wvith ref-
erence to the Trades Hall in Beaufort-
street, that the promises hie made would
be subject to legislation iii this House,
I dto not propose to prloceed wvith the
second amendmnt td; the Address-ini-
reply, nofte, of w-hich I tave given.

Hon. AV. C. Angrwin (I-lonorary- Mini-
ister) : You dealt with it last night.

THE MACE.
Hon. FRANK WILSON Another

mlatter I would like to refer to is that I
notice the Mliee is, not onl the Table. It
is A mtatter of some eonceern lo hlt. nmm
bers. at -,ny' rate on this side of the
House, as tol %vhat has, become of it.
Perhaps you. -Mri. S peak-ei. will kindly
expla in.

Mr. SPEAKER: 'the mace is looked
lip Securely ill thle safe.

Hon,. FRANK WILSON: By whose
or-der?

Mr. SPEARER: By the order of the
Speaker.

Honl. FRANK WILSON: Is it not pro-
posed to bring it out of the safe?

Mr. SP'EAKER : Oly v ,u occasions
wvhen the Stanudinug Orders and Rutles of
the House demaznd its presence here.

ADDRESS-TN-LREPLY.
Th/~ired cly-. mencltien i of Xo-Covfl-

denre.
Order of the Day read for the resip-

dion of tine debate fromu the previous clay
en the motion for filhe adoption oif the

Address-in-reply, aid oil tile amendment
of no-confidence by Honl. Frank Wilson,
"That tile followingo words be added to
the Address:-But this House desircs to
informa Your ExvelleneY that it is not
in Accord wvith (ihe act ion of tile Govern-
nicait inl conmmitting the eouniur ' to heavy
ex pendi iture in ,oitnection v- il h new indus-
trial State enterprises without11 first having
obtained tile eonsent of lParlinnmeit.'

IPoint of order.
The Premier (Hon. J. Seaddan ) :Be-

fore the debate is proceeded wvi[th, fin view
of thle wordhing of thle tiis Order of the
flay. I desire that yon should submit a
ruling as to whether I must confine my
remarks to 4 lie subject-miatter of the
ainenien t, or whether I Am ato) have the
opportunity of replying to aill the re-
marks of the leader of the Op position.

Mr. Spcaker: Ini reply' to the Premier's
question. I rule t tat Any iemai-ks the
Premier or ainy' other hoou, member may
make .n it te a mendmnit tluist lbe strictly
confined to tile subject-matter of the
O'net i ae tt.

The Attorney, General (Hon, T. Wal-
ker): F'ehap f I ail to uinderstand you
correctly, Sir-, as to the exact import of
),out-runi g. And I shall be glad if it can
be made more explicit. For instance. I
understanid the sit nation now to ]be that
we are deabiu woit I the Address-i n-reply
whiceh embraces the whole of the S peeclh
dlelivered by his Excellency, and to that
Addlress-in-reply to the Speech theie has
been proposed an addendum which in
effect embraces the whole of the matter in
the Addlress-ini-reply, but Adds A further
cia use, imply-ing theorefore that all that
hast gone before is in the possessioti of
the H-ouse as part And p~arcel of the mnat-
tersa Approved of even by thle Amendinent.
But something furthcr becing, added makes
tile debate still wider. I ask more par-
ticul-arly whether the preceding, portion
of thle Address-iu-reply' he nlot included
inl tile amendment itself, because it would
be mnlifestly' unfair, And. T venture most
r-esp)ectfully- the opinion, Against All pre-
cedents oil tit ocecasion hike this. to limit
tile reply* of file Premier to tite Speech
trade by- the leader of the Opposition.
The ]lee of *thle Oppositionl, as you are

193



124 . [ASSEMBLY.]

awvare, made anl extremely long and. I
may say, from his point of view, forcible
speech in attack. and it would be mani-
festly unfair if, in speaking onl that
amendment, all thle matters lie referred
to in that speechi, cannot be replied to-
if we are to be p~recilded from debating-
mnaterial points submitted by' him inl sup-
port of the amendment with which lie eonl-
eluded. I think We o1ught to be definite.
And 1 wanit to make one other po it
which, I thiiik, would vary the ordiniary
rules of procediire, for, whilst admiittinhg
tintt technically it is correct that an
amndmenit having beet, moved the
amiendmnent becomes, lite qiiestioin under
discussion, v et that anlenalnienit beinig of
the characeter of at nofion of want of
eunfidetive inl thle Governmeit and ac-
eeelias suchi. it is the unsuail procedure

andi lite iiivarialble enstoin for the Chair
aid thie House to alloxv a gr-eater degree
of latitude inl those tirctinistaiices than
in an.' Other. [C this were anl Ordinary
tin nstietion of thie H-ouse in pursumie of
its ordiiiary business. it would filet, be
technicallyv correct ito confine halt1. iemi-
hers [o thieidnieiet which las beeln
moved, until t hat attiendinetit ins been
disposed of. Bt this is, itore thain ordin-
a ry busiless; it is a no-eon fidence debate
front the inieit of thec inovinw of fliat
rineenidnient, aind it has, been so accep ted
by the Prenmier and by the House itself.
and a ill adj~ounnmen t mIad e tot em ph aie
that fact. The authorities lay dlown as a
?-le [or guidanlce that iiin aters of lio-
cotifidetie whent the Governient are chal-
leng-ed, the strict limi ts of debate are not
proceeded with, and all qu estions affect-
lug file life of a Governmnit. their policy.
their deeds, a ad] their proposals, tire theni
the controversv of the THouse. I should
lie soil-v if we made a departuiire at this
present juntctire whIIichl wonuld limit lie-
bate in fituire onl Sn eli inmporetanIt occa -
sins. It would he miaifetly a dsp
point ment to the whole countr 'v if. onl anl
importn t ovetsion like this, we wvere to
restrict the leader' of thte Gfoverniment to
the muete verbiage of the form in which
the hlt. member conicluded his speech-
that is, the mere technical wvordi tig of the
amendment. I do not think that the leader
of thle Opposition hims~elf would he satis-

tied with such a restriction; at aill events,.
it would be a snurprise to the country and
-iore than a surprise-i disappoini-
mient. Certaiin chiarges have gone forth
which we must all feel tile necessity of
aiweriig. Ti'hose charges iave been
widely pubiished, and if we wete now to*
say that the Premaier shall iot anlswVer
them but shall he restricted by tile technii-
en lities of debate, aid shall only dircit
his at tentioni to the fewv points, which may
or malevatit be lnajoi -Or inor poilitt-
T say N it voiild bo a disappointment
thr otighout rte leng ,th andc breadth of the.
St ate if we were to so restrict the Premier
Onl alt occasion like this. I ask, you, Sir-,
if in your raling. uwhiedt I scarcely think

Ii udeirsta nd. von have taken into con-
sideration the fact that the leadeir of the.
Opposition made at long speech itn attack..
with thle expectation that what hie said
Ain Id lbe replied to, (it the absence of a
rep1' be takeni by, himselfC anmd the couni-
Icry as evidence that the chiargzes couild lnt

be met; if, furthermore, you hiaxe takeni
ilii r considerattion t he fact that thtis Was
a ito-Coil lideitee nmotiont whichlIt by and'
every anuthority quali fied to Speak onl the.
subject isalas conidered otne onl whi
tile ustual estriehlions and technicaelities of'
dlebate ar ic ahiogaited . nih1 I te whlole
sphere anti scolle of G~overnmeint and
Coverimen t oficeis ali nil ees are open
fill dismissioll.

1-11n Fr atik Wilison: I iiave not the
sIi-hitest doubt flint you, Sir-, ale perfectly
righit ili the ruling that vont have giveit.
The debate o31l an amnid ment, tno matter
whlit [lie amendment amy be, must lie
conftinled wvithin the four coriners of that
ainteindment, and the amendment having
been disposed of the origrinal motion has
thent to be dealt wvith. So that the Premier
does not lose his rigrht to reply to any
strictures which1 I indulged in wheni ad]-
dressing myvself to the ori~i nal nmotioni
yesterday aftertoon.

Thel Attorney Genera!f: Yes, lie does.
Hon. Fr-aink Wilsonm : No.

The Attorney General : He cannot
speak twvice in the same debate.

Hin. Frank Wilson: The Premier can
afterwards speak on the original motion.
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The Attorney General: No, he cannot.
Hon. Frank Wilson: At any rate

that is my understanding. My mdr
standingz is that 1. personally, cannot
speak on the original motion again, ats I
have already addressed myself to it, nor
can I reply to any speech in regard ito the
amiendmnent. I am done, so far as I pier-
;ntally aml concerned, by' the rules of thle
House. but the Premier, I understand,
can speak on the amendment and, in coin-
11on1 with otlher meml-be'rs of the House.
can afterwards address himself to thme
original question.

Mr, Swan S zweet innocence.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is the
position so far as 1 understand it. 1 may
be wrong. Tlhere is no intention oin my
ipart to restrict thle Premier's reply. Per-
sonally I have not the slightest objection
if the rules of thle 1-ouse Will pertuit, to
allowing a general discussion, bet if the
rules of the House will niot permit of that
and we cannot get over it in any) other
way-I do not know whether we h;ave the
power to suspend the Standing Orders ini
order to enable the P"remnier to indulire in
a full reply.

Hon. V. C. An.euvin (i-Ionorarv Min-
ister) : We canl wipe ouit the amnendment

Hon. Frank Wilson : I ha-ve not
the slighftest doubt that bon. members
can wipe out the amendment and will
wipe it out. If Mr. Speaker call see any
way by which we can granit permission
to have this debate onl the whole of the
Address-in-reply. I shall be very pleased.

The Attorney General : I have never
kno %n it otherw1ise ini our Parliament I
have been 'in.

Hon. Frank Wilson : The li. niu-
her may have a wider experience than
I have had, bill 1 believe that Mr'.
Speaker is right in the ruling he has
giv-en. At thle samle time, I want to as-
sure the Attorney General that I have no
desire to restrict the Premier inl thle
slightest degree iii his reply. If we c!an
have a generali debate onl the whole ques-
tion 1 personall 'y. s;hall be pleased . and
in such circuimstanices I shall have the right
of rely1 before a vote is taken onl the
inotion

Mr. Taylor: L. amn indeed surprised
at the ruling' wliidb vou, 11r. Speaker,
have just given, in vieiv of it being a
no-confidence motion that is uinder dis-
cussion. As has been pointed but by the
leader of the Opposition, your ruling
would apply to ain ordinary motion, and
an oi'dinal''y aDmnimen t Lipon that motion.
A tliscussion onl thre amendment mnoved on
an1 ordinary mlotionl would be confinleui
within the four cornet's of that amiend-
went, but when an amendment toQ the
Address-in-reply is accepted by the Gov-
eranileuc and by the Hlouse as a no-con-
fidence motion. then the whole ramifica-
tions of Government from one. end to the
other, wherever they are administering
any department in the State, arc open for
discussion iii this Chamnber. Whether
our Standing Orders allow that to be
done or not, it has been the custoin in all
Parlia meats of thle Common wealth since
we have had responsible Government in
AuIstralia. The practice is the samne ini
the Commonwealth Parliaiment and it is
supported by common sense. It is sup-
ported by all Parliaments that when a
no-confidence debate is onl, members are
not restricted in any way. 'Why, no-
confidence mlotions have been moved in
Parliaments, with 11o other object than to
allow the Opposition mnembers to deal
trenchantlv with the administration of the
Goverinmenti iii power. and to focus the
eyes of the peolple onl the fact that they
were not being governed as they should
be governed. Whlat did the leader of the
Opposition do yesterday V Did he not
attack every department which. it wvas
possible to attack while he was on his
feet,

Hon. Frank NWilson : No. not at all.

Mr. Taylor: The hon. membher did more
Ihanl that. He did mnore than any
mover of a no-confidence niotion has done
since I have been iii this Chamber, cover-
ing a period of eleven years. He attacked
the hionour and integrity of three Cabinet
M1inisters in using their power as Cabinet
Miniisters to further their own interests.

The Mi nister for Lands :Knowing at
the santeo timie it "'as untrue.
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Mr-. Taylor: Afld because those charges
are not within the four corners of
the amendment, are those hon. mem-
hers to sit in. silence and allow it to go
broadcast throug-h this country and the
English-speaking worldl and not be al-
lowed to resent it I 1 say thle ruling, in
my opinion, is absolutely without founda-
tion, and without the support of common
sense.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member must
withdraw and apologise to me also.

Mir. Taylor: 1 did not intend to reflect;
I withdraw and apologise to the House,

Mr. Speaker: And to me also.
Mr. Taylor: I apologise, sir.
Mir. Speaker: To me?
Mir. Taylor: To you, find to the House.
Ron. Frank Wilson: For the reflection

on the Speaker.
A-r. Taylor: I did not intend any re-

flection on the Speaker, and as soon as
the Speaker took exception to what I
said I told him so and apologised. The
ruling has nothing to support it, and for
the leader of the Opposition and every
other member to suggest to you how to
get out of it to me is appalling. There is
one way to get out of it, and that is, if any

mnember thinks there is A possible chance of
tile House not agreeing with the ruling, to
move to disagree with it. That is the one
waly to allow freedom of debate, and if
this side of the House desires freedom
of speech, that is the Course that is open
to members. It is no use us being- hypo-
crites to ourselves, and saying that we
have no course open to us; that we are
at the mercy of thle Speaker. 'We are at
the mnercy of the House. There fire fifty
members in this House, aind members can
say whether the Premier should he heard
in defence of the charges, or not. That
is the position, and I again say that I amn
surprised M1r. Speaker has given a ruling
of that character.

'Mr. Speaker: I think the discussion
had better cease. If exception is taken
to my ruling there is a course open to bon.
miembers. I wvant to say again, so far as
m7y ruling is concerned, it is a ruling, if
I want to follow the proper forms of the
HJouse, which must be adhered to. If I

were to allow full discussion, or any mat-
ter outside the amendment, then the discus-
sion would not be in order, because the
original motion would be under discus-
sion, and not the amendment. The forms
of the House demand that any discussion
onl an amendment must be strictly confined
to that amendment.

Mir. George: May I ask you this qoes-
tion? Assuming your ruling is upheld,
and it will be if you insist on it, and
members address themselves absolutely to
the amendment, and the amendment is
disposed of, can members then speak to
the Address-in-reply? I regret extremely
that it is necessary for you to give the
ruling you have done, because in the in-
terests of fair discussion, from my point
of view, the Premier should have an op-
portunity at once of replying to the
speech of the leader of the Opposition. I
do not care if it is exactly in form or
not, but I think that will appeal to the
instincts of all who desire to be fair.

The Attorney General: If the Premier
is not allowed to traverse the arg-uments.
onl the amendment of the leader of the
Opposition, would he be in order onl the
Address-in-reply in traversing those argu-
mnents which were made relative to the
amendment?

Mi-. Speaker: The leader of the Oppo-
sition in mnoving the amendment tra-
versed much ground that is not in-
eluded in the amendment, and though lie
was permitted to do so, and was in order
im so doing,1 the Premier, and no other
imember, will be in order in dealingz with
any matter outside the anencimeni wilist
thle amendment is under discussion.

The Attorney General : That is asking
uts to reply to charges in bondage. I ob-
ject to it.

Hon. Frank Wilsonm: After the aniend-
meat is disposed of. either carried or re-
jected-rejected, I prcsume-by the umem-
bers opposite- -

Tile Premier: You are far seeing.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Will the Pre-

mier have the right to address himself to
the House on the original substantive
motion?7

Mir. Speaker: Yes, the Premier will.
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The Premier: I want to make it clear
to the leader of the Opposition, and to
members generally, that I do not pro-
pose to address myself to the amendment
of the leader of the Opposition, but when
opportunity presents itself to reply to
the charges of the hon. member, T shall
address myself to the House, and not be-
fore then.

Members:- Question.
Hon, Prank Wilson: You will not be

able to speak about the amendment then.

Debate r-esumed.
Mr. MONGER (York):; I certainly

shall not agree to allow this matter to go
by default. I have not got a note in
front of me; I do not want one. I have
certain charges to level Against the Min-
ister for Works embraced in yesterday
afternoon's remarks of the leader of the
Opposition, and I am going to deal with
those now without any preparation, and
knowing that the Minister is present to
hear every word I have to say. I am
sorry at the attitude adopted by the Pre-
mier in trying practically to gag the
House this afternoon.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order.

Mr. MONGER: Mr. Speaker, where is
your maceV Do not talk to me about
order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must resume his seat; if the hon. member
pursutes that line of conduct, I shall Dame
hii.

Mr. MONGER: Mifr. Speaker-
Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. memuber

will resume his seat.
-Mr. MITCHELL (Northarani: I am

anxious that we should discuss this ques-
tion particularly iii connection-

Mr, McDowell: I should like to know
if the member for York cannot he heard.
You have ordered thle member for York to
sit down, but may I suggest that if the
hon. member apologises for the remark
he has made, he should be allowed to
continue his speechl, if he keeps within
the rules of the House. We do not wish
to gag any memaber, hot by allowing- an-
other member to speak we are gagging
the bar'. member for York.

Mir. SPEAKER: Mr. Mitchell.
Mr. Monger: I ask on what grounds

I am not allowed to continue.
Air. SPEAKER: The lion, member

will resume his seat. I want an apology
from the hon. member first. The hon.
member must resume his seat; I shall not
allow him to discuss any matter before
the House until he apologises.

'Mr. Holman: I miov-
That the member for York be heard.

Motion pitt and passed.
Mr. MONGER (York): If in my few

remnarks. I did trespass upon the privi-
leges that are accorded to your high and
honourable position, I desire to tender a
most humble apology, and I shall be the
last to ever attempt to rise in my seat in
the House and pay the slightest disre-
spect to the Chair. I may. in dealing
with this question whicht has been thrust
upon us at the eleventh hour, deal otnly
with perhaps what may be termed by the
Minister for Lands, and the Mlinister for
Works, as a parochial question. I am
going to deal, in the remarks I hare to
make this afternoon, with the question
which I submitted yesterday to the Min-
ister for Works, and ask him whether he
is going to place on thle walls of this
Chamber

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order. He must confine himself
to the amendment before the House.

Mr. MONGER: I shall, from this on,
confine myself to the amendment. During
the course of the remarks that fell from
the leader of the Opposition, he certainly
levelled grave and serious charges against
the administration in regard to the pro-
posed public, works, and big prop~ositions
that the Government wrere submitting for
the consideration of the country. In re-
gard to these big public works-and no
one has become better acquainted with
them dining the period hie has been visit-
ing thtose far known portions of the North
than the Minister for Works, and when lie
tells us that hie is going to revoluitionise
Western Australia, and that a plank of
Ilie policy of the Government,' in order to
reduce the cost of living and create a
more happy feeling amongst the people,
is to bring down tmeasures like those that
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have been recently foreshadowed by the
Government, no self respecting individual
in Western Australia has any regard for
gentlemen who attempt to bring down
those measures in the shape and manner
and - methods which the Government
have recently adopted. The Premier
has said this afternoon that hie will
not reply to any motion of cen-
sure or anything in that direction, but
that he will wait to deal with the serious
charges and allegations that were levelled
against him by the leader of the Opposi-
tion. When those of us on this side of
the House, a very small minority, listened
to these charges, and whlen we heard prior
to that the answers given to the various
questions submitted, we coul' d but come
to the conclusion that there was something
very much wanting in the replies that
were given by the Ministers. There must
have been some of those remarks that we
heard hurled out in the past about secret
papers missing from the sacred files of
Cabinet.

Mr. -SPEAKEUR: The hon. member is
out of order.

IMr. MONGER: I desire to show that
the questions are the substantial matter
on which this debate would be based. That
information was refused by Ministers yes-
terday afternoon. I do itot know how
far I ami trespassing upon ordinary
grounds of prudence, but I think that on
an occasion like this the questions sub-
mnitted on the dlay after the opening of
Parliament igh-t have been reasonably
and fairly replied to by Ministers of the

-Crowni.

M1r. -SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order,

Mr. 'MONGER: I have gained the oh-
ject I desii'ed in, attempting to address thie
House byr giving0 some other members on
my side of the House an opportunity-

Mfr. SPEAKE R: The hion. member is
out of order. I shaqll ask the lion, mean-
ber to resume his seat if he does not keep)
to thle point.

Mr. MON0,GER: I told you. 'Mr. Speak-
er7 that I dlid not desire to trespass; and
having no desire1 and not thinking that

the privilege would be given to me this
afternoon of even going so far as you
have permitted-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order. He will resume his seat.

Mr. MlITCHELL (Northam): There
are some points in connection with the
amendment that can he made quite clear
to the public. I am bound to confess I
am somewhat at a disadvantage, through
the attitude of the Premier with regard
to the questions lput by the leader of the
Opposition. It is unfortunate that the
information has been denied to us. If
the House is to do its duty as it should,
the fullest information possible with re-
gzard to the acts of the Government should
be given.

Hon. AV. C. AngWin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : You used to do that!

M-r. Heitmaun: What is lacking to
make up the chain of evidence on the
constitutional point?

Mr. Underwood: What is it you want
to know

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
M1r. MITCHELL: We should be given

the information in order that the amend-
ment may be discussed fully and with the
knowledge we ought to have, knowledge
the Government possess. If the House
is to be denied what information the Gov-
ernment have upon01 a question that is
here for our consideration it must be
admitted members are at a disadvantage.

The Minister for Mlines; You are not
challenging the Government on thie wxis-
dom of their proposals, bitt on the eon-
stitntionlal akspeCt.

Mlr. MITCHELL: The leader of the
Opposition has said that the Glovernment
have flouted the Constitution with regard
to the purchase of these steamers. It is
perfectly true. The Treasurer has had
ait his command £250,000 of revenue, and
we know that from this revenue tie has
been able to pay for these steamers; but
this amiount is placed tinder the control
of the Treasurer in or'der that various
works may be carried to completion, in
order that the lerininte work of the
Glovernment may be carried on without
interruption; it was not intended that it
should be devoted to the speculative enter-
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prises. the Government have entered on,
such as running steamers and saw-mills.
When we consider the financial strength
of the country, those of us who have had
any experience at all stand aghast at the
proposals now before us. The Country
is not in a position to finance these under-
takings, Thle country is calling out for
works. The Minister for Works has just
been North, and says that money is re-
quired there in order that jetties may be
built-I presume for the very purpose of
getting these cattle to the market. Quite
apart from the motive actuating the Gov-
ernment in this matter, I am bound to
confess that the question of finance is
now the most important for oar con-
sideration. I have no intention of inter-
fering in any way in any attempt the
Government may make that will have a
reasunable -chance of success in the direc-
tion of reducing the price of foodstuffs,
but this work can only be stigmiatised as
reckless expenditure of money. I am
afraid our friends opposite do not count
the cost. Loan moneys will be expended
by the Government on the work of pur-
cheasing steamers and on State sawmnills;
and it astonishes me when I remember
that I had before me at the last general
election the Labour platform, which dis-
tinctly stated that loan moneys should not
be used except for reproductive works;,
and the definition of "reproductive" was
that a work must pay interest and sinking
faud and return the principal invested
,during" the life of the undertaking. N'sow,
if the poor old "Darius" is to pay her
way, and pay for herself during the rest
of her life, she is a very much better
boat than I thought. Seeing that she is
'20 years old, there is small chance of
her payving sinking fund and interest, let
alone paying working costs. It is strange
to find our friends opposite so ready to
-depart from the pledges they gave to the
people. We were told in so many words
that if the Government spent loan moneys
they would be spent on permanent repro-
ductive works, Canl a boat 20 years old
'be called a permanent work?

Mr. Heitman: There are boats in the
'inter-State trade that were working 20
:years a ~go, and are still here.

[5]

Mr. MITCHEUi: I propose to discuss
this question a little later on. Just now
I am questioning- the wisdom of using
loan moneys for this purpose. Apart
from any charge that must be made
against revenue, the Premier, and every-
one on ihe op)Iposite beiiches. knomws that
we must have millions of money in the
very near future. The Trans-Australian
Railway will take two millions, and we
are pledged to build agricultural railways
that should be built without a moment's
delay, which will take another two mil-
lions. Then it is possible that our Savings
Banik funds will have departed, and it is
more than possible that for this purpose
money will have to be borrowed. It is
quite patent to anyone that our financial
strength lies to a very great extent in our
ability to borrow, particularly in this con-
nection. If Mr, Fisher's State Bank does
draw upon the four millions that the
Treasurer has in the State Savings Bank,
the State Treasurer will certainly have
to gYo on the market to borrow the money
to pay Mr. Fisher, because the four
millions are largely invested in permanent
works. Then the Agricultural Banik is
sorely in need of money. The 'Minister
for Lands knows full well that if the
demands that have been made upon the
bank are to be met for thie niext year or
two it will take, not the £500,000 we arc
accustomed to give, but at least a million
pounds. The trading ventures also will
take up a lot of money. If w'e are to have
satisfactoryr sawmills wvith satisfactory
working capital,. and if the boats are to
be properly equipped, the capital needed
for the purpose will certainly reach a big
total. We have a grand total of eight
million pounds of money that the Governa-
ment will have to borrow in the very near
future.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :That is nothing. We will spend
double that before we are finished.

Mir. MITOHELL: That is one good
feature of the work of the present Gov-
ernment. They are quite willing to bor-
row money now they are in. They were
not so willing to 'borrow money before
they got in. The Premier said the other
day he had borrowed and spent two
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million pounds since this Government
took office. I am afraid it has not been
very wisely spent, because the people are
very dissatisfied with the work done.
However, the calls on the revenue to pay
interest on this enormous sumi will have
to be met. Probably those in charge of the
Treasury bench will tell us that this charge
will be met by increased taxation. Cer-
tainly it will be needed in the case of tfie
two million pounds to be spent onl our
section of the Trans-Australian Railway.
I admit that this is a rough estimate.

The Minister for Mines: It is about a
milIlion and a half, I believe.

Mr. MITCHELL: A million and a half,
pins rolling stock and equipment; it will
be probably something like two niillion
pounds; and as the railway will merely
be laid down in substitution for tile line
now going to the goldfields, we cannot ex-
peet to increase the revenue very much.
Of Course there will be a slight increase,
but it will be very slight indeed. During
the past eleven months there has been an
enormous expenditure of £3,647,000 with
a revenue of £3,451,000 pounds, showing-
a deficit of £195,000 pounds. We would
never bare thought to undertake the works
on the scale proposed by our friends sit-
ting on the MN1inisterial. bench writh the re-
venue as it stood in our time. We were
able lo make our ledgers balance. When
the present leader of the Opposition was
Treasurer the revenue was E3,371,000,
some £80,000 less than the present Trea-
surer got last year, and his expenditure
was L.1,316,000, showing a surplus for the
year of £54,000. The worst feature shown
by an examination of these figures is that
the public have had to find all the money.

The Minister for Lands: Is the hion.
member in order in his remarks? Are
they germane to this debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member is
making- his remarks for the puirpose of
comparisons. While hie pursuies that course
hie is in order.

Mr. MITCHELL: Althouigh we were
able to square the ledger we should never
hare ventured upon trading- concerns -of
the magnitude prolposed by the Premier,
not, at least, without Parliamentary au-
thority. I was saying that an examina-

tion of the figures points to the fact that
whilst the expenditure has been enormous
-somne £:330,000 more than last year-
except that salaries have been increased,
and rightly inicreased, to public servants,
very little advantage has come to the
State, In examining the figures we see
that the amuount is spread over the de-
partments, and the expenditure has heen
more or less expenditure that might have
been avoided. In times of financial stress
greater economy might have been exer-
cised, particularly in view of the fact that
the Government have these enterprises, not
merely in view, but under way and started.
Can the Government expect the country
to agree to additional taxation to meet
the losses which they will have to face in
connection with their proposalsT 1 ven-
ture, to say that we are alreadly sufflciently
taxed. It is quite true the Government
have what they call a mandate from the
people to remove exemptions, but if they
do remove those exemptions, the amount
they will collect thereby will be infinitesi-
mial. Then, too, the Government should
remember, and it is my duty to remind
them of it, that the people already contri-
bute to the Federal Treasury, the State
Treasury and to the Municipal Treasury
an enormous amnount in taxation. The
work of governing is, I admit, more than)
covered by the total collection of the
Federal and State Treasuries, but this
matter does not seem to concern the GovT-
erment at all. Our burdens are fairly
heavy ilow. Farmers are not quite so
prosperous as they were, partly hecause
the flinancial methods of the Government
have to a very large extent interfered
with private finances, If that were not so,
if die country wvere as prosperous as we
left. it, then additional taxation might very
readily be undertaken.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You know that
any diminution of the prosperity is duc
to the bad season last year.

Mr. MITCHELL: I know that the bad
season has somewhat interfered with the
flinances;- still we find that railway revenue
increased during the year, although this
was partly due to the operations of new
railways. But private finance has been
interfered with by the work of the Federal
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Government in connection with the note
issue, and again by the proposal to es-
tablish factories, The Premier of Western
Australia is not to blame for this, but
he should keep ii' mind thle fact that the
limit to the people's ability to pay is now
reached, and I doubt if they could under-
take 'witho-ut considerable hardship the
payment of further taxation. The Federal
note issue took from our banks a great
deal of money that was hither-to used for
private enterprise. We know that already
the threat of Mr. Fisher to open a Federal
bank has also caused the private institu-
tions to withdraw their support from the
public. We know, too, that the regulation
put forward by the Minister for Lands
has had a disastrous effect upon the bor-
rowing powers of farmers.

The Minister for Lands: Is the hon.
me4lber in order in dealing with these
points on a debate of this chnracterl

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will muore strictly confine himself to
the amendment. T know that on occasion,.
for the purpose of allowing comparisons
to he made, certain latitude is neces-
sary, but it, is not necessary to traverse
the whole ground of public policy.

Mr. MI1TCHELL: I merely wish to
impress on Ministers the fact that some-
one will have to pay, and to miakie the
point that the people are not-so well able
to pay as they were before, because of the
actions of the Government. For instance,
if the Federal Treasurer takes otir Sav-
ings Bank, Ministers will find it (lifficuilt
to raise the money to take uip the loans
they have made. I have no wish to dis-
cuss the regulation framed by the Minister
for Lands; that is not my intention. I
was wvishing merely to point out that, one
way or another, farmers have bad to face
difficulties because of this regutilation, and
because money is less easily obtainable
than it was previously. It ought to be
remembered by the Government that a
producing country is always borrowing
money; a producing country such as we
have demands the most sympathetic atten-
tion possible at the hands of the Govern-
went.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion, member is
not in order now.

Mr. MITCHELL: I was merely wishin~g
to Point out that to the extent of £30,000
or £E40,000 the Government have assisted
to put in, the crop now growing.

M1r. SPEAKER: That has nothing to
do with the amendment.

The Minister for Mines: Surely the
trading concerns are in themselves serious
enough, without talking about the land.

31r. MITCHELL: I should be sorry if
anything were allowed to come in the way
of rendering the assistance so mutch needed
by our people. The great point it is neces-
sary for me to make if I am to deal intel-
ligently with this proposal is that it is
all a question of ways and means. If
the Government had a flowing Treasury
and a people able and wvilling to further
contribute, it would he quite another mat-
ter; but the taxpayers have been called
upon to provide a million of money for
the purpose of cropping the land. In
discussing the steamers it has to 1)e re-
membered that the weekly requirements of
this place total about 900 cattle and 6,000
sheep, while the boats now running carry
over 900 cattle and 3,000 sheep, leaving
the balance of sheep to be provided by
otir agricultutral districts, which can be
easily done. I want it to be remembered,
too, that the system of sale at Fremantle
is quite satisfactory. Stock shipped down
to the port are now all auctioned. It has
to be remembered, also, that all the stock
required are now hronght down. This will
be made clear to hion, members w~hen I tell
them that the wholesale price of meat in
Perth to-day is 3'/2Zd. per pound. I am
quite ready to admit that in a small coun-
try rings are possible; I am wvillinig to con-
fess that I never had the slightest objec-
tion to taking a hand when I thought peo-
ple were being made to pay ain undue
price for their commodities. If there is
any suspicion whatever of a ring, the Gov-
ernment. have a clear duty to perform
by the people, namely, to see that the
people get their goods at a fair price.
But there are two ways in which. this
might be done. They might enter upon
trading ventures or, alternatively, they
might. encourage competition. In a coun-
try where practically the whole trade is
done by private enterprise the encourage-
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went of competition would assuredly be
the wore satisfactory way.

Mr. Green: How could tbey secure
competition against trusts?

Mr. MiTCHELL: To any hut the
honi nmember it would not be a very seri-
ouis problem. However, the Government
have determined upon the course of trad-
ing enterprises, it is quite true the meat
is clear- to the consumer, but it is my duly
as a member of the House to supply the
Rouse with some information t have inl
regard to this matter, in order that mnem-

bers of both sides may judge whether this
venture should or should not be persistedi
in. If we ask ourselves where the trouble
is, whether it is with the grower of the
cattle, with thle shipper or withi the retail
butcher, it is not very difficult to find the
culprit. Beef is Fold in K iierley amt 1!td.
per pound, No one. certainly not thle
lpresent Government, wvishes to see the
price lower than that. If the beef is only
worth 11/2 per pound at Derby the grower
1s getting little enough. Freight is Id.
per pound, and the charges. Vzd. per
pound:14 so, altogether, when it reaches
Fremvuntle the meat has cost the shipper
3d., (of wvhieh the grower has taken iyd.
Losses have to be provided against and,
of course, the wholesale butcher makes a
profit on the killing of something like
20s. It is obvious to everyone that prices
in tlhe shop cannot be reduncedl very mucli
if the butcher can hang first-class beef
in his shop at 31/-_A per pond, and if the
people in the South-Western part of the
State have to Ponir~ete with a lower price
they will find it necessary to igive lij)
growing cattle altogether, because there
are commiissions, railway freights, and
other deductions to come out of this .31/od.
I arn quite sure the members on thle Treca-
sury benclhes have no wish to reduce the
i'/ 2d. per pound at Wyndham. It will be
seen from the figures, I have quoted that
my friends have just the Id. per pound
freight to work upon. Tf the cattle were
carried free there would not be much to
come off the price of meat.

Mr. Gardiner:- The boats will serve the
Nortih-West coast trade.

Mr. 'MITCHELL: I believe the ship-
ping is unsatisfactory to the people there,

but the member for Roebourne is capable
of putting that before the House. I am
referring to the avowed iatention of thle
Government to cheapen the price of meat.
It may be unews to members opposite, but
it is a fact, that all the cattle which could
be sold have been brought to lKimberley.
If' there was a ring, they would have had
a short supply froml time to timne, but
there has been no rng. In 1910, 18,000
cattle wvere landed, in 1911, 26,000, the
drought in the Gascoyne and M~urchison
districts having been responsible for the
increase. Previous to 19.10 we drew the
difference between the 18,000 and the
26,000 from those districts, but, notwith-
standing the shortage, the pastoralists of
Kimberley were very glad indeed to
send their caittle to Frenmantle and get
1'/2d. a lb. for them, I do not want to
labour this question, but I vuanit hlonl, mem-
bers to see that when the Government
talk of cheapening meat by the aid of
steamers they are proposing something
utterly impossible. Canl the Government
carry beef at less than 1d. per lb.q Will
they tell us how, out of this Id. a lb. the 'y
are going to do anything for the consumer
with these ships? Why not look tile posi-
tion in the face? W hy put the country
to this enormous expense of buying
steamers for this avowed p~urpose of
cheapening meat7 I hope the public will
remember the figures. I have quoted. be-
cause there is an impression abroad that
meat is dear because there is a shipping-
ring,

Mr. Lander: It is quite true, too. I
have been to W-yndham, and Derby also.

Arr. MITCHELL: Freight is about 7.
a lb.. and beef is selling at 31d. a lb.

Mir. Gardiner: A man at Roebourne
cann~ot ship at all..

Mr. MTITCHELL: I am talking about
the reasons for purchasing these steam-
ers. If it is the desire of the Govern-
mnent to cheapen meat, they must look to
the distribution of it; the difference bsp-
tureen the price paid by the housewife

ad3%4d. would be the amount they
could work on. They may b e able to do
something in this direction. I do not
know what they can d-o, but, since their
energies are centred on the question of
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a cheap meat supply, they might at least
wake an attempt to give the country some
information; but it is futile to start
with steamers, because that would be
starting at the wrong end. I want to be
understood, that anything I can do to
cheapen the food supplies for the people
shall he done, I advocate in this House
abattoirs aa freezing works at Wyndham,
F'remantle and Northiam.

Mr. Heitman: Why did you not build
them at Wyndhamn?

Mr, MIT CHELL: Because I met with
strong opposition, and it was only just
before I left office that I got a vote
through. There is no reason why that
should not be proceeded with.

Mr. Heitmann: It was in the 103 elec-
tion that you were advocating that.

Mr. MINfTCHELL: Yes. I had to ad-
voente it long before I could convince
members.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : You had the vote for three years.

Mr. Heitmaun: Was not the moncy an-
thorised for this?

Mr. MITCHELL: For the Fremian tle
abattoirs it was. It was necessary to
work hard to get sufficient members to
agree to the vote. Delays, however, were
occasioned by members protesting, and
opponents were led by the present Min-
ister for Works. I advise the Govern-
ment to put up freezing works and abat-
toirs at Fremantle at once. If the scheme
is to provide for distribution they must
have their abattoirs, and have themi at
once.

Mr. Swan: They must have their stock.
Mr. MITCHELL: The stock is here,

and the boats are on the coast carrying
the stock down. One cause of the in-
crease in the cost of living is the high
rate of wages. It is impossible to ]have
high wages and cheap food. During the
last year, wages have gone up, and con-
sumers have had to bear the additional
burden. Now I understand that three
boats have been purchased. I know little
about the "Mongolia." All of us know the
"~Una," and there is no need to say any-
thing about her. We also know something
about the "Darius." We are told the Gov-
ernment paid E17,000 for lier. She was

under offer two years ago at £15,000, but
1 sup pose when they heard that the Gov'-
erment wanted her they put up tme pnice
£2,000. The ])urchase of this boat is said
to be a standing joke in Melbourne-and
no wonder. She is an old-fashioned boat,
more than twenty years old, and a great
coal-eater, to compete with up-to-date
fast boats. We have not been told any.
thing about these boats; we do not know
on whose advice they were purchased,
whether they were surveyed, or whether
they are sound : all we know is
the "Darius" is an old boat . which
steams slowly, and is not likely to
he made profitable. It will be rea-
sonable to allow a depreciation of
10 per cent, on this steamer. The Min-
ister for Lands may smile; it may not
seemn serious to him, but it is to the people
who have to find the money. In ten
years the cost of this boat ought to be
covered. Insurance will be a heavy item,
and the working expenses will be enor-
mous. I am told that it will cost £2,500
a month, or £30,000 a year to keep this
boat in commission,

Mr. Gill: Have youn seen Moxon!
Mr. MITCH-ELL: 'No, I have not.

This information should have been sup-
plied to us by the Government.

Air. Heitmann: Speak to the amend-
merit; this has nothing- to do with the
question.

'Mr. MITCHELL: It is mnaterinl. If
this boat does carry 600 cattle a month,
she could earn only £1,500, so that there
muwst be a loss in that coonnecti on.

Mr. Gardiner - What about general
cargo?

Mr. MITCHELL: She may get some,
but there is not much hope of the Gov-
ernment getting it, unless they carry it at
a very low rate. I have pointed out the
position in regard to the meat supply,
and that the Government have no right
to enter on this or any other enterprise,
wvithout the authority of this House.

The Minister for Lands: Now you are
coming to the point.

Mr. IUderwood: Mr. Speaker, do not
the Standing Orders provide that mem-
bers are not to carry on conversation
while a member is speaking9 There is
conversation going on.
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Mr. MI1TCHELL: These boats have
been pnichased to be used, and thec oily
thing left to he discussed, apart from the
eonlstitutioial aspect, is that of run aing
the boats. It is true the Government may
use them for other purposes than the
cattle trade, but why do they not tell
us?

Mr. Underwood: 'What do you want to
know?

Mr. MITCHELL: All that the lion.
mnember for Pilbara knows. We have
been told that these boats have beeu
bought to cheapen meat. I do not be-
lieve it for one moment;i I believe they
have been bought to carry out the social-
istic programine of the Government. At
any rate, sonic of the supporters of the
Government indicate that that is the case.

The Alinister for MLines : Cheap food
anid socialism are synonymous terms.

Mr. TUderwood: Would you be satis-
fled if this was a new steamer?

Mr. M'ITCHELL: No. Before I left
office, the Honorary Minister knows, I
wrote onl this question to the Under Sec-
retary-

Please take steps fir-st to secure one
of the several abattoirs now existing
at Fremnantlec-as a public slaughtering
place until our North Fremantle Works
are erected. Please ascertain if a,
steamer can he secured to run for ' lie
next twelve mionths. between Wyndhamn
and Fremantle, to carry only cattle
approved by the Department, so as to
sceure to thle small men an opportunity,
and at -what subsidy for Ihe twelve
months' run. The boat might carry
all Government material, and a great
deal of work ill be done in the North
during the present year in' connection
-with jetties, etc. However, if the ab-
attoirs can be secured at once, the pub-
lic sale yards, which are now used al-
most exclusively, will provide probably
ain opportunity for a reduction in the
price of meat by setting uip a number
of abattoirs in the slaughtering trade.
Air. Underwood: You were in accord

with it then; why do you object to it
now?

Mr. MITCHELL: This is a very differ-
ent matter.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: What was the date
of that minute?

Mr. MITCHELL: September of last
year. This matter had received my at-
tention for a great number of months.
Hon. members know this question was
mentioned in the House time after time.

Mri. Underwood: It was your expiring
effort; that was because the Ation was
coming onl.

Mr. M1ITCHELL: No, it was not writ-
ten because of that. The Government
ought rather to have a hired steamer and
madle experiments with a hired boat, as
they~could have got it for less than the
cost of running the ''Darius.'' As it is
they are saddled with these old hoats,
and with continuous expenditure to keep
themn runnfing. I repeat that I am afraid
the socialistic tendencies of the Govern-
met-

The Minister for Mlines : Are you op-
posed to socialistic railways?

Air. Thomas: Explain what socialistic
means.

Mr. MITCHELL: I will leave that to
the lion, member. We have heard] of pub-
lie meetings having been held to approve
of the purchase of these steamers, and for
the purpose of chleajpening the price of
meat. It is perfectly true that a num-
ber of unions have very warmly approved
of this action of the Government. and if
it hans the desired effect, we shall all be
fonid approving of it. I find onl en-
q u iry, however, that no cheapening of the
meat can be expected.

Mr. Swan : Wher-e did you eniquire?
Mr. MITCHELL: Not only have thle

Government committed the country to en-
ormous expenditure in connection With]
these old steamers, which have been
bought by a Government that calls itself
wvise, but the country has been committed
to an enormous expenditure in connection
with State sawmills. We hear that the
powelhisiisg process has been secured by
the Government, and if karri can be
marketed as anticipated. then a great
work will have been accomplishied. With
re,"rd to the action of the late Govern-
ment in erecting sawmills, these were
provided to supply its own requirements,
but it is quite another thing for the Gov-

C
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erment to outer upon the business of
exporting timber,

Air. O'Loghlen: What would you have
done with the surplus from the mills I

Mir. MITCHELL: 'We should have
sold it of course.

Mr. O'Loghlen: To thle public?
Air. MITCHELL: Certainly. It is

quite another matter to put up a lot of
mills that are niot intended to supply the
State with the timber it requires, but
merely for the ordinary purposes of trade.
I warn my fricud, the member for Bun-
bury, that the men can only be paid for
what they earn.

Mr. Holman: It is a pity the other
employers do not pay the men what they
earn.

Mir, MITCHELL: I venture to say the
earnings of those employed by the Gov-
ernment will he less.

Mr. Holman: The private employers
do not pay their men what they earn, and
that is why the companies show such big
profits ait thle present time.

Mr, MITCHELL: The men will be
paid by the Government just wbat they
earn, aiid the Government will stop its
trading if that trading slhowvs a loss. You
cannot go onl with the work of timber cut-
ting unless yon market it, and unless you
cal] (10 that you will have to face a big
weekly chequec. The revenue of the State
will not stand that. I admit that for a
time thle men on thle Government wills will
receive a little better pay than those who
are working elsewhere, but it will only be
for a short time.

Mr. Holmnan: We will make the others
pay up as well.

Mr. MITCHELL: If that is the in-
tention of the Government we should be
told so. Is it the intention of the Gov-
erment to squeeze something out of the
other mills? If it is, the Government
should say so. At any rate, I warn work-
ers onl the State enterprise that they will
he paid only for what they earn and no
more. We have heard that the Govern-
ment have entered into a guarantee to
supply thle Federal authorities, but it is
perfectly plain that the Federal Govern-
mient ha~ve not undertaken to purchase.
puwellised karri sleep~ers. I hope the

Federal Government will do so, but so
far the State Government have not got a
contract and therefore they are not justi-
fied in embarking on these schemes. Have
they considered what amount of money
will be necessary to keep these mills going
and to establish agenciesI The hon. mem-
ber who represents these workers so ably
will possibly be able to give us some in-
formation on this point. I do not profess
to know much about the timber business,
but I know that you can soon lose a great
.deal of money over it. Then there is the
project to manufacture machintery here.
There is some chance of succeeding in that.

Mr. Thomas: You think we will suc-
ceed in that do you?

Mr. MITCHELL: 1 think hon. mem-
bers opposite will fail in everything, but
I think they mnay succeed in regard to
ag-ricultural machinery, because at the
present time it is subject to a high pro-
tective tariff. I have protested often
against the duty of £12 10s. onl harvesters,
and] if that were removed, these implc-
ments would be very much cheaper to the
purchasers. 1 would have no objection if
this money which was paid on harvesters
went into the State Treasury, but it does
not go there.

Mir. SPEAKER: The hon member is
out of order in discussing harvesters and
high protection.

Mir. MITCHELL: Is this not one of
the matters on which the Government
propose to expend money wvithout the con-
sent of Parliament?

Mr. George: At the present time we
do not know what they have expended
becanse they will not tell us.

Mr. MITCHELL: I bow to your nil-
ing, Mr. Speaker, but I think this enter-
prise was one of those referred to in the
amendment. At any rate, I do not wish
to he misunderstood I think that if any
of these enterprises will succeed it will
he this particular one of the manufacture
of agricultural machinery, but I very
much doubt if even that will have any
chance. State brick works have been
mentioned, and the Government have ex-
pended money in that direction. I believe
that the State brick works of 'New South
Wales have niot been a success. I have
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not the figures before me, but with our
falling revenue and- our depleted treasury
this will be a p)Articuiarly1 venturlesomne
industry for the Government to under-
take. WVe have beeni told also that the
Peopie will have cheap) fish. .Atrawler
Was engaged testing' Our- Wa:teis and all it
did was to get some 1,100) stingray, and a
few other fish. I do not know what the
3iinister did with the haul. No dou~bt
hie will tell the house.

Hon. IV, C, Angwin (Honorary 31ii-
ister) : I dlit] not g'et any.

Mr. MITCHELL: At any rate the
people in the metropolitan area are still
waiting for checap fish.. Then, too, there
is the question of the State ilk supply,
and by the way, I think I saw the TAin-
ister's milk cart running around Perth
to-day. I remember, and the country re-
members too, the discussion which hinged
around the importatioii of a number of
cows by the previous Government.

Mr. E. B. Johinstoni: They. cost the
country ai lot of money.

Air. 2.IITCH-ELL: They (lid not. I
do not think they cost thle country any-
thing, at all. In thle direction of supply-
ing milk in the metropolis, a very small
stairt has been made, A few cows av
been brnuight up fromn Brunswick and
they came uip under the Goxernient
stroke. They were not milked wheni they
Should have been, and the result was that
when the milk was disposed of it made
the people ill.

Mr. Swan: They were the cows you
bought.

Mir. MITCHELL: Yes, but I did not
milk them. lIt is mismanagement that
has resulted in these cows being practie-
ally ruined. The Premier went to Arma-
dale and stated that the Government had
saved the lives of thousands of people by
establishing this milk supply, and the At-
torney General went to Norseman and
told the people there about the milk sup-
ply for Perth. I believe, however, that
the peole at Norseman were not much
-interested, because Norseman is so far
,away from the city.

Hon. W. C. Augwin (Honorary Mmi-
ister) : They are very good cows.

Mr. MITCHELL: They may be good,
but the Government are inlerferiuc with
the supply by private people. andi they
are not increasing the supply of milk in
thle metropolitan area. What they have
doine is to Simply transfer the cows from
Bruinswick to IPerthi. It is ridiculous to
say that the number of cows that the Gov-
ernmnent can keep at Crawley or any-
where else in the metropolitan area, will
manke any difference to the supp)ly in the
metropolitan ar-ea. The cows might well
have been left at Brunswick and the milk
brought to Perth by' means of an im-
proved train service. I believe there is
room for improv-ement in the milk sup-
ply3 of Perthl, and I think the milk should
be pasteurised. There should be a re-
ceiving statiou in Perth, and the milk
should be distributed from that station at
a. temperature reduced to say 40 degrees.
If this were d]one it would have the effect
of providing Perth with a pure milk sup-
ply. At any rate, more shouild be done in
that way than is being attempted by thle
Government at the present time. The
Government have the opportunitv of as-
sisling the dairying industry in thle outer
districts. Milk was never dearer than it
is at the p~resent time, and this is because
of the Government's method of intemfei-
enee. Everyone knows that the dairymen
must keep their herds up, and they are
not likely to buy cows, becanse the Gov-
ernment are going to interfere with the
industry. We are entitled to have full
information on this subject. I plead
guilty to the charge of having bought a
large number of cows.

"Mr. Lander: Diseased ontes.
Mr. MITCHELL: They were just as

healthy as the hon. member is, and they
were the best cows ever brought into this
State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 .p.m.

MrAt. MITCHELL: Before tea I was
dealing with the proposal of the Gov-
erment to supply milk to the peo-
ple of Perth, and I want to u rge
tipon the Minister in charge of this
work that lie should undertake the work
of encouraging- milk production through-
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out the settled districts by the establish-
inent of a central milk depot in order that
pure milk may be obtained. I am cer-
tain 1 am right when I say that a pure
supply will never be obtained from the
cows milked in the metropolitan area ex-
cept at great cost, because the -whole of
the feed has to be purchased. The Min-
ister for Lands haes in view irrigation
schemes in the South-West, and I expect
that when he gets them going milk will
be brought to the metropolitan area in
large quantities, perhaps giving Perth a
cheaper supply than it has ever enjoyed.
It is strange that this question of the
milk supply should have engaged the at-
tention of the Premier so soon after his
assumption of office. It is at very- neces-
sary thing and we have no quarrel with
Ht in his endeavour to obtain for the
people a pure and cheap milk supply. We
only desire to warn him that there is
danger in tinkering with the question.

The Premier : Do not worry, "re are
going- right on with it.

Mr. MITCHELL : Whenever the
Premier has referred to the question he
has referred to it as being something done
and not something to do. In all these
matters we desire that the right thing
shall be done. We aire anxious to
cheapen the food of the people, but we
want it done on sound and proper lines.

The Premier: The amendment to the
Address-in-reply is not a move in that
direction.

Mr. MITCHELL :Absolutelyv. It is
true that 'we object to the flouting, of the
Constitution.

The Premier That is absolutely
wvrong.

-Mr. -MTTCHELL :It is perfectly
trute. But all the same, we desire info-
motion and we desire to be helpful to the
Premier. We do certaily' object to
money being used without Parliament
having been consulted and wre object to
measures of this nature being taken with-
out Parliamentry approval and without
advice which hon. members may be able
to give the Government in order to do the
best for the people.

The Premier :Not a penny has been
expended by this Government without
Parliamentary authorisation.

Hen. .[rank Wilson :Why the Premier
declared the other night that he had
spent money, good British gold.

Mr. MITCHELL :That is some in-
formation gained at any rate. I have
heard the Premier say that he had paid
good British sovereigns. At any rate, it
is for the Premier to show that we are
wrong in our contention that the Con-
stitution has been ignored and it is for
uts to protest against this flouting of the
Constitution. The Premier when sitting
in opposition protested time and again
against the flouting of the Constitution.

Mr. Heitmann :You do the same thing.
Give uts something about the Constitu-
tion.

Mr. MITCHELL : I urge the Govern-
ment even at this eleventh hour to re-
consider their determintion and to end
these efforts in the direction of cheapening
meat by the purchase of these steamers.
I have pointed out that the wholesale
price of beef in the metropolitan area is
reasonable. I have quoted the prices,
and I have pointed out that the best he
can do if he carries stock free is to re-
duce the price of beef by Id. per pound.
He trust look further than the purchase
of this poor old "Dru.

Mr. Heitmann :Do you deny the ex-
istence of a meat ring and- a shipping
combine?9

Mr. MITCHELL: I do not know about
the shipping ring, and if the Government
know, it is their duity' to tell uts. We have
been denied informattion. Take, for in-
stance, the answers to questions.

The -Minister for Lands : You should
have asked in the proper way.

Mr. MITCHELL :We are entitled to
knowv the prices the G overnmnen t have
paid for these boats.

Mr. SPEAKER :The hion. member is
out of order.-

Mr. M~unsie : Did not your officers
tell vou-

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I gave a
ruling on the amendment, and whilst
I desire to allow a member to make
every compatrison and to bring for-
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ward any matter which has a bearing on
the amendment, I find that the debate is
getting beyond thle bounds of the amend-
nient. Now the amendment states that
the House ''is not in accord with the
action of the Government in committing
the country to heavy esxpenli hire in conl-
noction with new industrial State enter-
prises without first having- obtained the
eonsent of Parliament." T'he amendment
moved by the leader of the Opposition is
for the purpose of protesting against the
action of the Governlment ibecauise that
action has been taken without first hay-
in- obtained the consent of Parliament.
Now, I hope members wilt contfie them-
selves to the amendment.

Mr. MITCHELL: I though~t I was in
order in asking what anmoun t of money
had been paid for these ships.

Mr. SPEAKER: The objection is that
the Goverunmen t have done certain things
without first having obtained the consent
of Parliament.

Mr. Taylor: What are the thiings'
Hon. Pr ank Wilson : They have bought

at timber mill.
MT. SPEAKER : The debate must be

confined to the justification of the opl-
position to the Government's action or
to a condemnation of the Government's
action by showing that the Government
have acted wrongly.

Mr. MITCHELL: Well, _1r. Speaker,
the leader of the Opposition has shown
that the Government have acted wrongly
from a constitutional aspect. and I have
endeavonired to show that they have acted
unwisely, that they have not got value
for their money, and that we object to
the ';tale embarking onl these vast enter-
prises which not only commit the country
to a big outlay, but involve a considerable
annual expenditure.

The Minister for Works: That applies
to the milk supply.

Mry. MITCHELL: Yes.
The Minister for Works: Then you are

opposed to the milk suplly?
Mr. 'MITCHELL: No; I am opposed

to tinkering with the subject.
The Mfinister for Works: You are op-

posed to supplying pure milk to the hos-
pitals.

Mr. 'MITCHELL: Not at all, but no
good can come of the enterprise which has
been entered upon by the Government.

The Mlinister for Works : We have
saved some lives, that is all.

Afr. MITCHELL: No. Mfore deaths
have occurred sinice the Government
scemne has been in operation. I have
entered my protest and I am sorry that
the Premier has not seen fit to give us
the information we are entitled to. We
are at a disadvantage in discussing, this
question by reason of the fact that the
information wye should have is not be-
fore us.

The Premier : Surely you had some in-
formation before you submitted an
a mendmeit t o the Address-ini-Repl.

Mr. MEITCHELL: We had all the in-
formation necessary for that step, but we
cannot get the information from the Pre-
mier. Before sitting down I urgeO tile
Premier to at once supply the informa-
tion which we sought to obtain.

The Premier: I will judge the time
when I should give it.

Mri. MITCHELL: It is certainly wrong
to have undertaken, these enterprises
without the consent of the peoples repre-
sentatives. It is quite true that members
of the Opposition sit here in small num-
bers; nevertheless wve have a duty to per-
formn, the duty of keeping the public fully
acquainted wvith all that has happened.

The Premier: It will affect you a little.
Mr. M{ITCHELL: That is all righbt.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Keep on threaten-

ing-; who cares for your threats?
Afr. MITCHELL: Before I sit down I

wish to again protest against the action
of the Premier; it is unconstitutional and
it will be proved to be unwise and a great
expense to the State.

The Premier: Absolutely incorrect.
Mr. GEORGE (Mfurray-Wellington) : I

regret very much that through the ruling
which has been given this afternoon,
to which, of course, "e all bow, the Pre-
mier has not thought fit to rise in his
place and deal with the amendment as lie
should have done. Of course, he is quite
within his right.

The Premier: I an [lie best judge of
that.
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Mr-. GEORGE: And lie is the best
judge of his own actions, but like any-
body else placed on a pedestal he must
be prepared to have the fierce light of
criticism thrown on him both here and in
another place. Of course, in dealing with
this matter it is not a question of dis-
cussing the details of the enterprises so
far as the Government have gone. The
time for discussing these in detail will be
later onl, when we have information upon
which wve canl fnrmn judgment. If that
information should be such as will en-
able us to endorse or in some measure
approve of the action wvhich the Govern-
ment have taken, it will 'be manifestly our
duty to carry out that course, bill for the
pre sent time the duty of the Opposition
must be to express their viewvs of the
action of the Government in anticipating
Parliamentary sanction of the expendi-
hire of public money. It in no way adds
strength to the arguments thbat may be
put forward by the Premier or the atti-
tude taken up by his party to say that
illegal actions hav'e been taken by pre-
vious Governments and perhaps have been
condoned by Parliament; but at the
present time the action of the Government
has been such as to make an absolutely
new departure in connection with State
affairs. It matters not wvhether it is a
question of a puire milk supply or the
purchase of steamers with the object of
bringing dIowa the price of meat. 'So far
as the milk supplyI is concerned, who on
the Government side of the House or in
the country would accuse members en
this side of being desirous of preventing
anything which wvould conduce to the
health of the people of this State?

The Premier: Your boss did, anyhow.
Mr. GEORGE: Nothing of the kind.
The Premier : Sir John Forrest did.
Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member

has taken the absolutely wrong view.
I dare say he is perfectly sincere in it,
but from our point of 'view he is wrong.
No one on either side of the House
would desire to interfere with measures
which would tend to benefit the health
and welfare of the people of the State;
but we, as an Opposition, would be
failing in our duty, as members opposite

would be failing in their duty if they
were occupying this side of the House-
as they will be shortly-

Mr. Holman: No fear.
Mr. GEORGE: Some of the present

Ministerial supporters will soon be re-
legated to the positions they adorned
a little time ago. But from a Liberal,
or Labour, point of view any Opposition
would be entirely failing in their duty
if, when there was a departure from
the constitutional methods which have
brought this country to its present state,
they did not call to it the attention not
only of members of the House but
also of the great public who are our
masters. We contend the Government
have never had a blank cheque given
to them by the people of the State.
Whatever thle mandate may be-the beon.
member and his supporters claim they
have, thle public have never given the
Government, nor would they give any
Government, a blank cheque on which
to draw just as, they pleased. The dissent,
embodied in the amendment is that
the Government are going beyond the
general province of a Government, that
of administering the affairs of the State,
carrying on the public duties which
appertain to a Government in regard to
the finances and in seeing that the
laws are properly carried out ;they
are going beyond these and are now
endleavouring to establish a new depart-
ure by entering into a complex trading
proposition. It is true that railways
and water services are trading concerns,
but they are trading concerns that
have been established after they have
been laid before Parliament anid after
Parliament has been asked to sanction
them and after that sanction has been
obtained.

Air. W. . Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) Whait do you call a cattle station?

Thle Premier: W~hat do you call a
butcher's shop and a grocer's shop.

Mr. GEORGE: I knowv nothing of
a butcher's shop or a, grocer's shop.
I am trying to get above that, and I ask
the Premier to contain himself until
I have finished, and to treat this debate
as of more importance than to be dealt
with by a gibe or sneer. The Premier's
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position is one of high dignity that he
should fully appreciate; and while
as a leader of the Opposition or as a
private member we can take from him
irresponsible utterances at their value,
every utterance hie makes in his chair
as Premier of the State is a question of the
dignity of the people of the State.
What is wanted by the Opposition
and, I believe, by the people of the
State, is a thorough knowledge of where
the policy of the Government is going
to lead. We want to know absolutely
plainly, with the importance given to
utterances in this Chamber, a declaration
of the goal to which the Government
axe moving, and of the means by which
they propose to attain it. It is all
very well to try to make out that pre-
election' speeches do this, and that the
return of the hon, member with a big
majority was a mandate from the people,
but we know the value of utterances
in the country. We want the Premier's
utterances registered in Hlansard and
recorded in the daily Press, to let the
people know exactly what they are to
expect and what they are to deal with.
What has the Premier got to fear?7
He has the courage of his opinions.
No one would dare think for a single
moment that he is afraid to give utterance
to them. What has he to fear ? He
has 34: members behind himn. He has
courage with regard to personal affairs.
He has a, bacoking for his measures.
He has the backing of the mightier party
onitside, and that of the uncrowned
king and premier. In addition he has
all the power and force that can be
given by the display of brass bands
and flags on the Sunday on the Esplanade.
He has simply the fear that he has
entered on a. path-I do not dispute
his good intentions--and he cannot
see exactly where he is going. He is
just beginning to discover that in con-
nection with his big trading concerns
something more is wanted in initiating
them and in carrying themr out than
merely carrying out what he considers
to be the mandate of the people. He
has to learn that, in order to establish
these concerns, something more is needed
than discussions with others in this

Chamber. I wish the hon. member to
give this information. I suppose it may
be called tactics to refuse it. If we
failed to ask him for it we would be
failing in our duty.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. menmber is
not in order.

Mr. GEORGE : It is admitted that
they have entered into the steamship
industry, the brickworks industry and
the timber industry, and that they have
spent money in connection with these,

Hon. W. 0. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter):- Your party entered into it ; we
only enlarged it.

Mr. GEORGE: Our party got timber
for the railways.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
tar): We are merely doing the same
thing.

Mr. GEORGE:z The Attorney General
knows what the constitutional points
are, and if I could manage to get hfim
on his legs when I finish, even though
he makes fun of me, I would not care,
so long as we could know -where we are.
We have the right to demand that a
clear utterance in regard to the matters
dealt with in the amendment should be
made by those who are responsible for
the actions we are criticising. They
should at any rate have the courage of
their opinions and the courage to stand
up for what they have done. I presume
I shall be quite in order in speaking
in regard to the timber mills. The
Government are evidently entering into
this trading concern to supply powellised
karri timber for the construction of
the Trans-Australian railway.

The Premier: For public railways,
publicly-owned railways.

Mr. GEORGE:. If that is the only
means by which the timber industry of
Western Australia can be continued and
exploited--exploited I mean for the gen-
eral good of the people-there is some
reason for Government action ; but why
did they take action before Parliament
met ? Why was not action taken
after the meeting of Parliament when we
could have had full information before
us, and had the case put forward by
hon. gentlemen so that we might have
seen whether it was such as commended
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itself to our judgment and to the judg-
ment of those who may claim some
little experience in connection with the
matter ? Surely the endorsement of
the whole House, which wvould be easy
to get, whould be better than taking
the ipse di-nt of somieone as to the inter-
pretation of a popular cry ? The Gov-
ernment timber mills are to deal with
kern. For its own particular purpose
karri has an established value ; but for
some purposes its value is nothing what-
ever, It has been proved beyond doubt
that so far ats karri is concerned for
sleepers in connection with our railways
it is not worth the trouble of putting in.

The Premier:- You do not know what
you are talking about.

Mr. GEORGE:- Not only does the lion.
memher forget his courtesy, but hie does
not know what lie is talking about.
What about the sleepers put into the
Great Southern Railway which had to
be dug out wiith a shovel ?

The Premier: They were not powel-
Used.

Mr. GEORGE: Exactly. If the hion.
member would wait and try to have a
little patience, I would show him all
about powellising. Has the Premier any
data to put before the House in regard
to powellising ?

Mr. SPEAK E R: That is not the ques-
tion. The issue is that the Government
have expended certain moneys without
obtaining the authority of Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE : Those gentlemen have
acknowledged spending money in con-
nection with it. I hope it is not on-
of order to discuss it and warn the Govt
erment as to what experience has
shown.

Mr. SPEAKER: The objection is
taken by the amendment that the Gov-
ernment have spent certain moneys.
The objection is not taken as to how
they have spent it. The objection is
taken because they have spent certain
moneys 'without first obtaining the con-
sent of Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE:; They have committed
the country to a huge expenditure.
Cannot I discuss that huge expenditure ?

Mr. SPEAKER: No. The amend-
ment says, "without first obtaining the

consent of Parliament." NThere is no
objection to expenditure in that.

Hon. Frank Wilson (on a point of
order) : The amiendment. says that the
House " is not in accord with the action
of the Government in committing the
country to heavy expenditure in con-
nection w-ith new industrial State enter-
prises." I maintain the lion. mem-
ber can refer to the new industrial State
enterprises to which the Premier at-
temapts to commit the country.

Mir. SPEAKER: I have no objection
to any hion. member referring to any
enterprise taken objection to, but I
have taken objection to any member
discussing in detail any matters in con-
nection wvith these enterprises. The
amiendment is very clear. Objection is
taken to expenditure without first ob-
taining the consent of Parliament. The
objection is that the Government did
not obtain the consent of Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE: It is impossible to
bate an argument without giving reasons.
I am referring to the powellising question
which is an entirely new matter. I bow
to your riding, Mr. Speaker, whatever
it may be ; but pardon me if I suggest
that possibly a little latitude may be
allowed in that respect. \ % %'

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall allow any
member to refer to the enterprises to
the greatest possible extent, but I
cannot allow any hion. member, if I
enforce my ruling, which I gave this
afternoon with respect to the amend-
ment, to depart from the question at
issue ; that is, that objection has been
taken that the country has been com-
mitted to expenditure without the Gov-
ernment having first obtained the con-
sent of Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE: When the Address-in-
reply debate is resumed, will it be com-
petent for a member to deal with these
matters ?I

Mr. SPEAI(ERIUndoubtedly.
Mir. GEORGE: My remarks have be-

come somewhat reduced.
The Premier: It gives an idea of the

narrow issue the leader of the Opposition

tried to get me into.
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Mr. GEORGE: This is a serious assem-
bly. It is not a pot-house debating
society.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion. member
must withdraw that.

Mr. GEORGE: Certainly I withdraw
it.

Mr. 3Macflowall: (on a point of order)!I
The member for Murray-Wellington
should wvithdraw that remark in a re-
spectful manner. "Oh certainly," with
a nod of the head, is not respectful.

Air. SPEAKER: I am sure the lion.
member wil].

Mr. GEORGE: To please the mem-
ber for Coolgardie, I wvish respectfully
to withdraw the expression that this
is not a pot-house debating society. I
apologise for having made use of that
expression wvhich camne unthinkingly.
Thle Government have entered upon a,
career of business trading, and the
Opposition desire to know from them
how far their programme is intended
to go, -what businesses they intend to
deal with and what is going to be the end
of the affair. If the Government are
going into direct socialism, we shall
know wvhat we have to expect, but we
have a right to raise a protest against
the departure from the constitutional
procedure of thle State as represented
in the embarking on a new method of
State administration without the sanc-
tion of Parliament. If the Attorney
General were sitting on this side of the
House, hie would be able to supply argu-
ments to sustain the attitude I am
taking. As I stated a little time ago,
the pro-election speeches of the Premier
and his colleagues cannot be taken to
over-ride the rules laid down for the
Government of this State from the
earliest time. So long as the Premier
is within the Constitution he takes his
responsibility ;but when he steps be-
yond that, how is he going to deal with
the Auditor General ? Again, how is
the Auditor General going to deal with
him ? If the Auditor General does his
duty firmly there may be a retirement
of the Auditor General in favour of a
new one. I am giving the Premier
something to think over against his
reply. If the Attorney General were

delivering a speech on this question
in opposition to the Government, lie
would trace out of that wonderful store
of knowledge of his all the rights the
Commons of England had in past ages,
and upon the traditions of which the
Colonial Parliaments have been based.
Until the Constitution thus devised has,
been altered-not at the bidding of a,
convention called by caucus, but by
the whole people-the Government have
no right to enter into enterprises of this
sort, dealing with the money of the
people, without first asking thle sanction
of the people's elected.

Hon. H. B3. LEFROY (Moore) : The
amendment before the House distinctly
censures the Government for having
committed the country to heavy ex-
pendliture in connection with the new
industrial enterprises without having
first obtained the consent of Parliament.
I think all members will admit that it
is the intention of our Constitution that
the money of the people shall not be
expended without the consent of this
House. At the same time I will admit
that there are occasions of very great
urgency when it is necessary for the
Government to expend money on behalf
of the people in, perhaps, preventing
some great catastrophe, or in advancing
the interests of the country when they
may be at stake. But here we have the
Government entering upon what is
distinctly stated in the amendment to be
new industrial State enterprises, without
having first obtained the consent of
Parliament. What I. think hion. members
on this side of the House object to-
and I am afraid there is a large number
of people in the country who object to it
also-is not that the Government have
spent money without the consent of
Parliament, but that they have entered
upon new State enterprises concerning
which they have not taken the country
into their confidence, and we do not know
to what extent the Governiment intend
to go with them. That, I think, is the
question which exercises the minds of
hion. members on this side of the House,
and I am quite sure it exercises the
minds of a large number of people through-
out the country. The Government have
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entered upon a new State enterprise,
that is to say, the carrying of stock from
the North-West. That is distinctly a
State enterprise, and what we want to
know is, how far the Government intend
to go in this direction. It is not one
enterprise alone which they propose
to take up, for they propose to enter
into several enterprises. They propose
to engage in the timber industry, and
also in the brick-making industry,
while they have already taken up dairy-
ing. I do not know whether the party
supporting the Government are all with
them in regard to these enterprises,
but we all know that behind a great
many questions which are now included
in this amendment are further questions
which may affect the whole social and
economic fabric of the country. Is it
the intention of the Government to go
in for State socialism ? If so, I think
they should first come before the House,
and inform us of what they intend
to do, and how far they intend to go.
A Government with the majority the
present Government have behind them
are in a position to carry any measures
which they think fit to bring before the
House ;but at the same time the
country has a right to know what the
Government intend to do, and how far
they intend to go. We know perfectly
well what the trend of thought is in many
quarters at the present day. We hear
of State socialism and of syndicalism.
Here we have two almost diametrically
opposed associations. It might almost
be said that two robbers are both going
to rob the same place, and each try
to get away with'wthe swag. A number of
people have invested capital in this
country, and through their industry,
their thrift, their energy and deter.
mnination have acquired property. These
people want to know what is the intention
of the Government, and whether they
intend to go further with these State
enterprises than they have already done--
whether, in fact, it is their intention to
seek control over all production and
distribution. Do the Government intend
to take control over all production?
Because the people of the -country are
not going to permit the Government

to secure this control. I hope it is not
the intention of the Government to
attempt anything of the sort in a new
country such as this, where we require
to encourage individual energy as far
as we possibly can, where we require
to encourage the introduction of capital
to develop our industries, and where we
require to encourage the individual
himself to go on the land and open up
the country. I say that in such a
country as this it is only right that wve
should know how far the Government
intend to go in this movement, and
what is the goal they have in front of
them. The country fear the Government
may go too far, and may enter upon
enterprises which, as I say, may upset
the whole social fabric of the country,
and shake its economic system to the
very base.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member
cannot anticipate any proposals of the
Government.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I say that
where, the Government propose to enter
into any new induitrial State enterprise
th~y should first come before the House,
and let the country know of their in-
tentious. There are many people who
have embarked their capital iii enter-
prises in this State, and I trust the lion.
gentlemen who now occupy the Treasury
benches have no intention of attempting
to cripple these people in any way.

The Premier: We are going to prevent
them crippling other people.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We know
there are those who endeavour to sweep
away all individual action, energy and
enterprise, and to form a sort of collective
community where there shall be no
wages, and where all shall share
and share alike. It does not appear
to me that a Government should enter
upon new industrial State enterprises,
such as these, without having obtained
the consent of the country, and I think
it would be well for the Government to
inform the country what their intentions
are, and let the people know distinctly
bow far they intend to go, and what
the goal is. Then the country will be
able to give them their answer. But
we have this trading between here and
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the North-West for the purpose of
bringing down stock. There wre many
of us who are at a loss to understand
how this trading concern is going to
pay, and how, in the name of fortune,
it is going to decrease the price of meat.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
is out of order.

Hon. H. B3. LEFROY: It is very
difficult, Mr. Speaker, in these days
to keep to a point of order.

Mir. SPEAKER: I will help the
hon. member.

Hion. H. B. LEFROY: Thank you.
I shall be very much obliged for your
assistance and I shall endeavour to
conform to youir wishes. Would any
individual members of the Government
be prepared for one moment to enter
into enterprises such as these ? I take
it they would not. I think they would
soon find they would be on the wrTong
side of the ledger, but if the Government
are going to bring down cattle and sheep
from the North-West to Fremantle,
unless they intend to open butchers'
shops themselves-arid if they do, all I
can say is Clod help them-the profit
derived will go, not into the pockets of
the people but to those who have grown
the stock. We object to these industrial
enterprises having been entered into by
the Government, and we object because
the enterprih;es in themselves are small.
They are not enterprises of great moment
or urgency, and we object to the Go~emn-
went having entered upon them and
having spent public money without having
obtained the consent of Parliament.
I aim not going so far as to object to
the Government in a ease of urgency
going beyond their appropriation. I
think they would be quite right to do so.
The Government have a great respon-
sibility and have to take certain re-
sponsib~ilities, if the Government cannot
do that they are unfit to be in power.

The Premier: We have not done so.
Hon. H. B3. LEFROY! These enter-

prises are almost infra dig for a Govern-
ment to enter into.

The Premier : It may be from your
side of the House ;pass on.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I am sure
a large section of the people of this

country are not in accord with the
action of the Government in having
entered into these enterprises without
having obtained the consent of Par.
liament, and we desire from this side
of the House to lay before the country
our disapproval of the action of the
Government in this matter. I ,~

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:S

Ayes
Noils

Majority againsit

Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Air.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

George
Lefroy
Mitchell
Monger
Moore

An gwin
Bath
Carpenter
Collier
Dwyer
Foley
Gardiner
Green
Holman
Hudson
Johnison
Johns ton
Lander
Lewis
McDonald

AYES.

Mr'
Mr.
Mr.

Noz.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

28

20

F. Wilson
Wisdom
Allen

(Teller).

McDowell
Mullamy
Motile
O'Logb leo
Beaddan
B. J. Stubbs
Swan

Taylor
Thomas
Turvey
Walker
A. A. Wilson
Underwood

(Tellerj.

Amendment thus negatived.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):

May I take the opportunity of explaining
to hon. members and to the country
as well, in order that there may be no
misunderstanding, Why I delined Wto
address myself to the amendment, and
also to draw the attention of hon. snem.
bern and the country to the tactics of our
friends now in Opposition. I received
a letter from the leader of the Opposition
dated June 28th, which reas as fol-
lows :

Dear Mr. Scaddan-]. wish to inti.
mate to you that we have decided to
move amendments to the Address-in-
reply as per copy enclosed herewith.
The first amendment will be moved
by me at the conclusion of my speech
on Tuesday afternoon next ;when
disposed of, it will be followed by the
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second to be moved by Mir. Nanson.
I have taken this course inorder that
the debate may be confined as nearly
as possible to the subject matter of the
amendments, which I think will meet
with the convenience of yourself and
the other members of the House.

Now the hion. member protested early in
the evening that he had no intention
when submitting that amendment to
baulk discussion, but if he had no such
ntention, why did he find it necessary

to convey to me that he prop)osed to
move that amendment, and in the same
letter to practically inform me that he
was going to confine my remarks, and
the remarks of every member who chose
to speak upon it to the subject matter
of that amendment. Now I ask the
House is it fair tactics to launch a no-
confidence motionagainst the Government
andto cover in a speech when that motion
is submitted, the whole ground dealing
with legislation and the Administrative
acts of the Government and also per-
sonal attacks, principally pi111e gathered
at the street corners, and then to turn
round and immediately prevent the
other side from replying by moving an
amendment in the manner hie has done.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are replying
now.

The PREMIER: Yes, but the hion.
gentlemen desired my reply to be split
into two. Ho wanted me to speak to
the country on the subject matter of the
amendment and that only, and allow
the Press of this country to say that
they had reported my reply to the attack
of the Opposition and allow the balance
to go unanswered.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is your im-
agination.

The PREMIER : it is conveyed in that
letter, and while I occupy this position
I will not allow the lion. gentleman, or
anyone else to instruct me how to con-
vey the truth to the public.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I will tell you.
The PREMIER: The hion. member

will try, but will fail as miserably as on
this occasion. That by way of intro-
duction.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have not failed
at all.

The PREMIER: I remember not very
long ago, when occupying exactly the
same position that my friend occupies,
in launching a no-confidence motion
against him and his Government, he
opened his remarks by saying that he
did not want hion. members to go into
the streets and listen to complaints of
dissappointed men, whether those men
were new arrivals or old identities, but
that the least the lion. member could have
done was to bring facts before the Chamber
instead of basing his charges upon tittle
tattle gained in the streets. Now I
want to say that I never, in my capa-
city as leader of the Opposition, based
charges on what I got from the man in
the street, as my friend opposite has
done. Hie has admitted that he had no
solid facts, and that he had to base his
remarks on what he heard from the
man in the street, and from those who
went to him to give him information
because they said they had been badly
treated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have it in black
and white.

The PREMIER: Why does not the
lion. member practice what he preaches?

Hon. Frank Wilson: I have not listen-
ed to anyone in the street.

The PREMIER: Yet, throughout
his speech, the hion. member rambled
from A to 2, and back to A, because lie
stated we were not prepared to give him
the information he sought. Was it reason-
able to ask the Government to reply to
a question dealing with the subject
matter of the amendment which the
lion. member intended to move, when
that in itself was evidence that he must
have had the information, otherwise
it would not have been wise to proceed
with that amendment. If he came to
the conclusion that we had been guilty
of unconstitutional action, he must have
had some information ;if lie had none,
he was moving without first of all ob-
taining his facts. The hion. member
was careful as well to point out that
he did not promise to dwell on some of
the clauses of the Governor's speech,
and he also pointed out that the whole
of the Speech was of an ambiguous
nature, very lengthy, and with nothing
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in it. Let me say that I have heard
gentlemen who have read and listened
to Governor's speeches before, and
gentlemen who are not of the same poli-
tical faith as myself, declare that no
Governor's Speech has ever been pre-
sented to a Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia, which, to use their own words,
contained so much meat.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- You have been
talking to the man on the street corner.

The PREMIER: One can appreciate
the position of the Opposition when they
discover that after only eight months
the present Administration placed in the
-bands of the Governor a record of work
which has never been equalled in Western
Australia in a period of twelve months,
let alone eight months. The reason why
those sitting in Opposition at the present
time are so anxious to prevent the busz-
ness of the country being carried on is
because they know we have accomplished
done so much in eight months, and the
people wvill find the necessity for retain.-
ing us here for many years.

HRon. Frank Wilson: No fear.
The PREMIER : The Opposition is

are not nervous or anxious about the
fact that we are supposed to have
done something that was not con-
stitutional but they are anxious; to
nip our efforts in the bud, because
once they have been put into
operation they will remain there for all
time. Just exactly as they, and those
before themn-the same conservative
and tory elemients-opposed State owner-
ship of the railway system, their desire
is to try and prevent all those things
being put into operation, because once
in operation they know that the public
will recognise their value, and say that
they shall remain there. The Opposi-
tion are taking the earliest opportunity
of trying to accomplish that, but just how
much they will succeed has been shown
by the division list. I was surprised,
not altogether at the remarks of the hon.
member when moving his amendment,
but at the information he desired by way
of questions, or, more particularly, the
way in which he submitted those ques-
tions, and the subjects they dealt with.
I think the hon. gentleman might

well look over the past history of this
State, and of his own Liberal Govern-
ments, and see whether it is wise to meet
Parliament on the first day N%ith ques-
tions dealing with personalities. If some
of the actions of the previous Govern-
ments were to have the light of day
thrown on them, they would not be re-
flected creditably. I am going to deal
with some of them. The leader of the
Opposition asked why the Governm-ent
plunged thle country Into expense for
motor cars. The replies that I have
given are sufficient evidence that the
Governmient have not donc this to the
same extent as its predecessors, and,
moreover, when cars were bought, the
Government had good reasons for buying
them. I am going to give the reasons
now. We have a Tourist Department
in this State. For a number of years a
certain gentleman in 3ussclton by the
name of Bignell, and mayor of the town,
I believe-

H-on. Frank Wilson , What have you
against him

The PREMIER: L have nothing
against him.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Why mention
his name 7

The PREMIER : I amn going to give
reasons why the Government purchased
certain motor cars. Is the hon. member
not lprepared to listen 7 At any rate,
I am going to give this information to the
House.

HRon. Frank Wilson:- Sneer at Bignell.
The PREMIER: We have secured

since October last three motor oars, for
the purpose of the traffic from Busselton
to the caves and the Margaret River,
and the reason for doing so I am going
to state. Mr. Bignell is the mayor of
Busselton and is a good supporter of
the leader of the Opposition. He had
the contract for carrying passengers
from Busselton to the Caves, and was
paid for is £540 per annum.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did he not
earn it ?

The PREMIER: I am not questioning
whether he earned it or not. The con-
ditions were somewhat as follows ; it
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was under the old Caves Board contract
and it provided :

that Bignell would convey all
Couponists upon presentation of the
coupons. He was not paid any lump
sum, but his remuneration consisted of
the fares paid (in the coupon charged)
to the Caves Board who credited
Mr. Bignell accordingly. It wassimply
a ,no work, no pay" arrangement.
Schedule of fares is on the attached
agreement (which simply contained the
rate as operating formerly) . After a
period of 8 weeks at a special rate of
£20 per week-as mentioned in the
foregoing-the Department arranged
-prior to my advent-a contract wit!,
Mr. Bignell to continue conveyance of
couponists on the same time table
as formerly for a straight out remuner-
ation, (payable by the department)
of £45 per month equal to £540 per
annum. In addition Mr. Bignell had
the right of conveying any other
passengers he could secure, at the
rates shown. in the attached agreement,
payment being made by such pas-
sengers to hitn direct, i.e., extra
profiti to Bignell. This agreement
operated from 13th December, 1910,
to 12th February, 1911. Bignell did
not tender for the service advertised
by the department to operate from
13th December, 1911, but submitted
an amended tender for different cars
for the sum of £1,200 per annumn
alternatively to continue the service
on the old lines with certain mnodi-
fications to suit himself. This was not
accepted and it was decided by the
Hon. Colonial Secretary to conduct
the service departmentally and three
motor cars were purchased, two
" Itala " cars at £495 each and one
" Standard" at £725. The depart-
mental servxice commenced on 13th
December, 1911.

Mr. Bignell wrote as follows:
I will provide three cars, one

8-seater exclusive of driver, two 4
seaters exclusive of drivers, and will
maintain a daily service between
Busselton and Yallingup as required
throughout the year. Tri-weekly ser-
vice from November 1st to April 30th.

Bi-weckly service from May 1st to Oct-
tober 30th between Yallingup and
Margaret River as required. For this
service I will require a guarantee of
£1,200 per annum, and owing to the
heavy outlay will expect a three years'
contract, in case of the extension of
the railway from Busselton to Margaret
River via Yallingup, cancellation of
this contract may take place, providing
there is provision made in the agree-
ment, for compensiation to the satis-
faction of both parties. Failing this
meeting with your approval, I am
prepared to renew the present contract
for one to three years with one 8-
seater car and horses on the same
terms, £540 per annum, but with

-certain minor points, on which we at
present differ, cleared up. As this
arrangement is for a fixed sum and
I have the right to private traffic, the
local agency of your department
would have to be closed as it is at
present as far as the sale of coupons
is concerned.

On receipt of that the Colonial Secretary
went into the question and determined,
and rightly too, to secure the necessary
cars to enable the Department to attend
to the traffic and the Department are
doing it now, and saving the country
a considerable amount of money. That
is the reason why those cars were pur-
chased. There were not ten or twelve
ears, but only half a dozen. I would
like to leave the subject of the cars
now because after all they are not of
much moment on an occasion such as
this, but I wanted to make a statement
to show the lion. member that it would
be better for him to first find out the
facts from Ministers or the departments
before trying to hold the Government
up to ridicule, and in the hope of leading
the public to believe that we purchased
these cars to permit the Ministers to trip
around the country. Now the public
will know that the purchases were made
in order to relieve the Government of
a huge expenditure. The hion. member
was good enough in his remarks to point
out that the leader writer of the W~est
Australian, when he attempted to damage
me as Treasurer for not having made

147



148 [ASSEM]BLY.]

an announcement with regard to the
finances of the State at the close of the
year, was hardly correct. That news-
paper might easily have discovered, if
it had only cared to ask the question.
that this matter is regulated by law, which
provides that the year shiall not close
until ten days have elapsed after the
30th June, the object being to permit
the payment of accounts properly charge-
able to the year when closing and the
collection of all the revenue that should
be brought to account. In following that
course, I have complied with the law,
and I have only followed the practice
adopted by my predecessors. There-
fore, a statement with regard to the
finances cannot he made until the 11th
July. The assertion was made by the
leutdor of the Opposition that hie had
always held the doctrine that we should
cut our garment according to the cloth,
that is, if we provide a certain amount
of expenditure, we should not exceed it,
and that if we found the revenue was
not what we expected, we should cut
our expenditure down. It would be
interesting to the House and to the
country, to know how it happened that
almost every year. when that gentleman
was in charge of the Treasury, there
was a deficit mounting up. If his
doctrine is to cut the garment according
to the cloth, how did he arrive at a
deficit at the close of each year
* Mr. Gill : The scissors slipped.
' The PREMIER: Apparently the hon

gentleman forgot that he was once
Treasurer. I want to say that it is
not part of the doctrine of the Govern-
ment of which I am head to cut the
garment according to the cloth when
we are faced, as we were during the past
year, with conditions that had not existed
during any time when the present leader
of the Opposition was Treasurer of the
State. We could easliy have done as he
suggested. We could have decided that
we could not give any consideration
to the agriculturists who had been
pushed out, in the eagerness of the then
Minister for Lands to show a big record
of land settlement, into districts in
which the rainfall was not assured, and
to which railway facilities had not been

even promised, let alone authorised by
Parliament. We could, by refusing to
go to their assitance, when they were in
dire need of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson tHow did you go
to their assistance ?

The PREMI[ER : We went to their
assistance in a way which the farmers
themselves can tell the hion. member
if he will go amongst theni; or the mem-
her for Wagin, and the member for
Toodyay, both Opposition members,
can tell the lion. member what the
Government have done to assist the
farmers in their electorates, and if thle
member for Wagin will repeat what hie
said on a public platform when I was
present, he i4ll tell the House that the
present Government did more for the
agriculturists during the past year
than had been done by any Government
during the previous history of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What have you
done that you have charged to revenue?

The PREMIER: I will come to that
directly. I want to explain first of all
that we have controlled the finances
only for eight months of the year, and
we did not even control them for that
Period, because when we took charge in
October there 'vas a considerable de-
ficit.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How much?
The PRE'MIER: The hon. gentleman

knows how much. And there were also
commitments on hand which prevented
the Government from doing anything
other than anticipating a deficit at the
close of the last financial year. I

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of 'the
sort.III

Thle PREMIER: Let me explain that
our friends opposite boasted during the
last general election that they had been
successful in squaring thle finances and
bringing forward a surplus. We dis-
covered that they did bring forward a
surplus, and we have been endeavouring
to square the ledger ever since. In
almost every department in which an
excess has taken place the reason given
is that there was a carry-over from the
last year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What do you
meanx by that ?
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The PREMIER: Expenditure that
should properly have been charged to
1910-11 was carried forward to the
following year.

' Hon. Frank Wilson:- That is not so.
'The PREMIER; I tell the Ahon.

gentleman that it is so and the Auditor
General's report shows it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Every penny ex-
pended was authorised.

The PR1EMIER: Then the Auditor
General is making a mis-statement rn
his annual report.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- You are making a
mis-statement.

The PREMIETR. I am making a
statement which the Auditor General
has made in his last report. The hon.
member is absolutely wrong and it
shows that, although he was Treasurer,
be did not know how the finances were
controlled. Apparently there was no
control of the finances at all under his
regime.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- There is none
now.

The PREMIER: There was a great
deal of boasting by our friends opposite
that there was proper control of the
finances, but I have looked through a
number of matters that required the
control of a 'Colonial Treasurer, and
apparently the hon. member gave no
attention to themn. He was too busy
flitting about the world, to Japan, in the
One instance, and to England in another,
to attend to the condition of the finances.
Let me tell the hon. member that when
the financial year closed, in accordance
with the Audit Act, every department
was asked to inform the Auditor General
of the amount of revenue and expen-
diture outstanding. They did so, and
we find that the departments informed
the Auditor General that the amount
of expenditure from Consolidated Re-
venue Fund outstanding and not brought
to account totalled in all departments,
£25,140. The Auditor General kept a
check during the first three months of
the year up to September 21 to see how
near the departments approached to
being correct in their statements, and
he found by the vouchers that there was
no less a sum than £53,569 carried for-

ward to this year. Where now is the
much vaunted surplus of £613,000 ?

Hon. Frank Wilson: That expendi-
ture had not been incurred.

The PREMIER: It had been mn-
conred. The Auditor General is most
explicit on that point.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No; you had
better read him again, and see your
heads of departments.

The PREMIER:- The Auiditor General
has been careful to point out each year
that these returns are supplied by
departments, but hie doubted whether they
included all accounts which might have
been paid, and hie says in his last report-

" (a.) All vouchers charged to con-
tingency votes checked by the Audit
Office between the 1st July, 1911, and
21st September, 1911, representing
payments during 1911-12 on account
of 1910-11, were listed. (b.) Salary
vouchers checked which represented
payments during 1911-12 on account
of 1910-11 were also noted, exceptsa
few items in connection with the
Public Works Department chargeable
to Loan. (a.) Inquiries were made
at the Public Works Department in
regard to vouchers paid or ready for
payment between 21st Sepsemt~er,
1911, and 15th November, 1911 ;"

with the result that whilst the depart-
ments stated that the amount due was
only £25,140, there was really a liability
of £53,569, which the Auditor General
says should have been charged to the
year 1910-Il. So much for the desire
of the hion. member for sound financial
control.

Hon. Frank Wilson:t Does the Premier
maintain that that was done by in-
structions from the then Premier ?

The PREMIER:- I have seen a minute
by the Colonial Treasurer that " the
daily card is not promising."

Hon. Frank Wilson: By myself?
The PREMIER: Yes, it is signed

"F.W.," and it read somewhat as
follows.

I want you to ask all departments
to bring a revenue possible to account
during the present month and to keep
down expenditure as much as possible.

I will read the statement.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Does the Premier
maintain that I issued instructions that
expenditure which had been incurred
was not to be charged ?

The M1in~ister for Landls: That -was the
interpretation they placed on it.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- Nonsense.
'The PREMIER: Well, irrespective of

what the late Premier may have mn-
tended, the departments certainly ac-
cepted that as being his intention.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Nothing of thle
sort:- you ask the Under Treasurer.

The PREMIER: I have had minutes
and explanations as to why there were
excesses on the votes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, produce
them.

The PREMIER: I am telling the lion.
gentleman, what is correct. The reason
given by all departments for excess was
that certain expenditure had been held
over from the previous year, and one
department went so far as to tell me
that it would not have been necessary
to have an excess vote this year if it had
not been for the circular sent out by me
saying that all expenditure for the
financial year must be brought to account
and charged to that year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I deny absolutely
that any instructions of mine have been
given to departments to carry over any
expenditure which had been incurred
during the fintancial year ; on the con-
trary, I have always insisted that every
penny expended during the financial
year should be included in the bill. The
hon. member knows that I was not in
the State at that time.

The Minister for Lands: They were
thought readers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister
knows that hie is making an incorrect
statement.

The PREMIER:- At any rate, a cir-
cular went out to the departments in
the terms of that minute which the lion.
gentleman opposite signed, instructing
them to keep down all expenditure and
bring all revenue to account. What
would the departments imply from a
circular of that nature ? As loyal officers
of the State and of the Ministry of the
day, they would imply that the hon.

gentleman was desirous of squaring the,
finances and showing a surplus. They
considered themselves instructed not to
charge expenditure and to get in allI
revenue, and they did it by carrying
forward an amount of £53,569, which
should have been charged to the previous
year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The PREMIER: But the Auditor
General said so, and I have just read the
remarks in his report. I desired to put
a stop to that sort of thing, and this is
the statement which I sent out in April
of this year-

With reference to the attached file,
which has now been returned to me after
passing through Executive Council, in
accordance with my instructions, I
wish to point out that, although 1.
have approved of the excess in this
instance, I have to complain on the
same score as previously, namely, that
my approval has been anticipated.

It had been the practice in the depart-
ments to anticipate the approval of the
Colonial Treasurer and to incur ex-
penditure before he had seen the file and
given consideration to it. And that was
the sound finance of the hon. gentleman
opposite when lie was Colonial Treasurer.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I objected to it
on many occasions.

The PREMIER: But it was done, and
I have had a tough row to hoe in trying
to put a stop to that practice, but I have
done it with the assistance of my col-
leagues. Now this is the statement I
have issued-

I am not satisfied that my instruc-
tions (which, I think, were quite ex-
plicit) have been complied with.
Please again ask the various tinder
secretaries to make it clear to all
responsible that I will not approve of
any excess if I find that the money
has been expended before application
to incur such expenditure has first
been submitted to me. Failing this
being done, the vouchers must be hield
up.

Now, why should it be necessary for me
in February of this year to send out
such a minute to all departments if I had
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not found that it had been the practice
to anticipate the Treasurer's approval
before making out the statement of ex-
cess ? The leader of the Opposition
knows that it was done regularly .

.Hon. Frank Wilson: I know full well
that I put a stop to it.
1> The PREMIER:- Now I find that sub-
sequent to that mainute, namely, on the
12th March, a certain under secretary,
whose name I do not wish to mention
here, requested his Minister to anticipate
my approval, and I wrote to the Under
Treasurer in the statement already re-
ferred to-

I would like it to be distinctly wider-
stood that the terms of my mainute are
to be strictly observed, otherwise my
approval is only a maere matter of
form. I want departmaents to under-
stand that the finances are to be con-
trolled through the Treasury, and in
future, as before stated, I shall expect
departments to approach somewhat
nearer to their requirements for the
year when submitting their estimates
for consideration and subsequent en-
dorsement of Parliament. On an-
other file I was surprised to see that a
sub-department, when making appli.
cation for an excess, stated that they
had explained to the under secretary
that the vote provided on the draft
Estimates would be insufficient, and
apparently the reply made to this was
-"It does not matter " (or words to

that effect), " you can get an excess."
And that is sound finance. I was also
told by another officer of the same de-
partment that he was instructed to keep
his vote down and excess it when neces-
sary, in order, apparently, to mislead
Parliament. That is what he had been
told.

Hon. Frank Wilson: .Who told him?
The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman

knows wrho told him. I continued-
This method of doing things has only
encouraged the various departments to
make Parliament believe that they pro-
pose to make economies, or keep down
expenses and then eventually, under the
old systemn-which has now been vetoed
-to make ends meet by transferring
balances of other items, with the i-esult

that little or no interest has really been
taken in the expenditure of the funds
provided.

Let me explain to hon. members what that
means. In the Estimates wve provide a
lump sum for a department, but that lumip
sum may he divided into several items;
it is the practice, in the event of one item
being exceeded, to transfer an amount
from] sonmc otlher item, the vote for
which may niot have been expended. This
was being done in all departments, the
items were being all lumped together and
so thre Treasurer had no means of know-
ig how the money was, being expended.

Mr. George: What was the Auditor
General doing?

The PREMIER: The Auditor General
could do nothing, but I, as Treasurer,
want to know what becomes of the money
voted and the extent of the expenditure
under the different headings. 1 re-
fused to allow a number of transfers that
had come in during the year pior to my
advent. There hand been three or four
transfers before we assumed office and
these have been cancelled. This will have
its effect onl the Excess. Bill whenk we bring
it down to Parliament. but it will be a
straightforward statement of what has
happened, and any financial statemlents.
brought down by the present Administra-
tion in future will, at any rate. be cor-
rect records of the transacetions. T],his will
also cause the departments, when. once
they have submitted to Parliament a re-
quest for funds, to keep within the
amounts voted, or Parliament will have
the opoprtunity of asking- why it was ne-
cessairy to exceed it. It has been ,a diffi-
cult matter to bring about this reform,
but it has now been accomplished and I
hope the day will never occur when it will
be repeated. Then I wvent on to say in
my statement-

The state of the finances compels me
to write a minute of this nature and I
must insist that departments shall study
economy wherever possible. In no less
than two cases 1 find that a request has
been made to anticipate my approval,
the department havin g over-run the con-
stable before making. application to in-.
cur the expenditure, I note that in
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each instance the reason given on the
attached files when putting forward the
requisition for excess is that the posi-
tions which were provided on the Esti-
mates as lpermnent have been filled by
tenmporary officers. I would like to have
more details. If these positions are to
be permanent some effort must be made
to fill them with permanent officers, if
it is going to cost more to carry out the
work with temaporary officers. We can-
not continue on these lines indefinitely.
Kindly bring this file, together with
C.S.O. 1149/]2 under the notice of the
Public Service Commissioner.

I then added the followin g footnote:-
I think your memorandum of 15thi
Jannary. on panges t0 and 11 of Trea-
sury file 6134/1H lied upl therewith,
igh-lt well be sent round again to all

depa rtmnents.
Since that date I have issued another cir-
cular to departments which, unfortunately,
I left on my table prior to comning to the
House , hut T can get it if it is required.
This asked the ruTider Treaszurer to inform
the depatments that I wvanted all expendi-
ture properly charged up to the 30thi Junie
brought to account irrespective of the
effect on our deficit, and also all revenue
accounted Xor. The result was that I have.
had a number of excesses coming forward
with the statemnent when the particulars
hare been provided that they Could have
been carried over as previously had not
the circular come forward. Those are one
or two reforms in the control of our
finances and in the direction of sound
finance that thme leader of the Opposition
did not adopt when hie was iu the Trea-
SiirV.

l-Ton. Frank Wilson: if you ask (lie
Tinder Treasurer you will find that I is-
sued the same instructions.

The PIREMIER: That is the difference
between the lion, mnember and myself. He
issued inlsructions and did not care if
they were obeyved. I issue instructions and
and insist on it that they are obeyed.

Honi. Frank Wilson-. We shall see if
they are.

Thre PREMITER : But I ani not prepared
to accept the lion, member's statement
that he issued these instructions, because

I am assured by the nder Treasurer that
he has been uriT1ng it year af ter year, and
he said he hoped I would be able to in-
troduce the system as it would have a reat
effect on the control of expenditure by ther
various departmients. I am now consider-
ing whether it would not be desirable to.
bring the departmental accountants under
the Treasury, so that we will have complete
control over the finances, which we do not
have now. I have tried to get control. I
have done my level best, and I believe I
have approached it nearer than past
T' re a an rers.

lieuo. Fink 'Wilson : You have a big

'rle P IFM [ER: Wllhile it is big. I amn
riot ashamned. of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson:. I am. I am of
the lion. niemiber.

Trhe PREPMIER: Let me ask my friend
what he would advise rue to do in thie
circumlstanices-to refuse the System of
deferred payments of rents to settlers who
suffered by the bad season?

Hon. Frank Wilson: flow miuch did
that amount to?

The PREMIER:- Would he ask me to
refuse that in order to boast of the condi-
tioii of our- finances? Wouild he ask we
to refuse to carry water to the settlers
over the railways or to refuse thie system
of deferred paynments for water rather
than to have a deficit? Would] he refuse
to assist the settlers with boring plants as
we have dlone? Jt is all very well for
time hon. memiber to speak of the condi-
tion of the finances. It. would be better
for hima to say in what direction ire could
have acted to better them. Could we have
refused lo do what we did for the assist-
mlice of the people toiling on the land?
I amn nut. ashamned of the deficit; and when
we get complete control of the finances,
allowed to drift by my friend opposite,
we shall very soon square the ledger and
yet be able to say we have riot interfered
with thre progress of the industries of
the State. During the past year the Rail-
way Departmient found it necessar-y to
run 295,000 extra train miles. This is
aceotinted for almost wholly by the haul-
age of water. The additional revenue
derived was £C34,000,. hut this amount could
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have been earned by 95,000 additional
miles, taking the previous year's figures
as a basis. The balance of 200,000 miles
can only be accounted for by the haulage
of water, representing £50,000 that the
railways have given away by the haulage
of waler. I could have saved that
£50,000 had I chosen to adopt the hon.
member's doctrine and cut my garment
according to the cloth. The farmers would
be wvell pleased to hear that hie would
have done that and would have refused
to go to their assistance.

Ron. Frank Wilson: I issued instruc-
tions that the water was to be carried.

The PREMIER: It is sufficient, for me
to say that yesterday it was the bell.
member's doctrine to cut his garment ac-
cording to his cloth. It is interesting to
the farmers to know that the bon. mem-
ber wvould have done it by refusing to go
to their assistanice wvhen assistance was
so much needed.

lion. Frank Wilson : The Premier
is wilfully making another mis-statement.
1 issued instructions that the water had
to be carried over the railways before the
hon. member took, charge of the Treasury.

Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member is
not rising to a point of order.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Surely I am en-
titled to explain.

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes; I will give you
that courtesy.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am entitled to
exp~lain when the hon. member wilfully
makes a mis-statement.

The Minister for Lands: The lion. mem-
ber is entitled to do it at the end of his
speech, but not otherwise. Is that not
the Standing Order9

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 136
says-

No member shall interrupt another
member while speaking, unless (1) to
request that his words be taken down;
(2) to call attention to a point of order;
,or (3) to call attention to the want of
a quorum.

'There are occasions when courtesy may be
extended to the leaders of the House, but
it should not occur too often.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It has always been
-the custom of the House, and May hns it

also, that a member canl, with the indul-
gence of the House and of the member
speaking, make anl explanation.

Mr. SPEAKER : Our Standing Orders
obtain. I have given the Standing Order,
being requested to do so.

The PREMI1EX: Now let me proceed.
I admnit at once it is unpleasant to my
friend.

Hon. FRlANK WILSON : No, not uin-
pleasant, but I want to save you making
mis-statetrents, or stating things that ale
only half trute.

'f le PREMNIER 1 am making, no inis-
statenment. Onl many of our- trains one-
third of the load has been miade up of
water for the engines in districts whoe
previously wve did not haul water. This
took place on some of the railways that
bad oly recently been opened for traffic
in dist~ricts where it was expected they,
would pay handsomely, even fromt thle
commencement; but unfortunately, we
were not called upon to carry the pro-
duce of the district over the railway; on
the other hand, we had to go to tire ex-
pense of taking trains over them with
one-third of the load water for the en-
gines, the balance of the load being water
for settlers, to be paid for on the dieferred
payment system. That is one of the rea-
sons why we have built uip a deficit this
year, and I think I nm justified in asking
my friends opposite, together wvith some
of the critics in our papers, how they
would have adjusted the finances. Would
they have refused to do what 'ye have
done? If they had not refused to do it
they must have had a similar deficit.

I-on. Frank Wilson : Tell us what the
cost is. We have had to haul water be-
fore in larger quantities in worse times
than those.

The PREMIER : I desire to be per-
fectly candid with the hon. member and
to the country. Part of the deficit is due
to the increase given to public servants
by the present Government.

Mr. George : They are not satisfied
even now.

The PREMIER :I think they are
more satisfied thian, ever previously in the
history of the State. The increases we
have given to railway men will amount
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for last year to something like £72,000.
1 want to be fair to my friend opposite
and say that he, first of alt, set the ex-
ample by giving, just prior to the general
election, increases to one branch of the
railway service--the highest paid branch
-while refusing tbeni to the balance.
We. on the other hand, in accordance
with the policy of the party since its in-
ception, a policy which will remain, to
give the first consideration to the man
who is below a living wage, notwithstand-
inge the effect it had on the finances faced
the position and gave these men what
was reasonable and fair and just. I could
also point out that we have kept faith
with the promise given by our friends
opposite, also given just prior to the
general election, that any increases that
mighit be provided by the reclassification
of the civil service would he made re-
trospective to the 1st July, 1911. We
have kept faith with that promise, and it
has cost uts s9mething like £C13,000.

lon. Frank 'Wilson : You knew that
when you brought your Estimates down.

The PREMIER:- I am fully aware of
that, hut the hon. gentleman knows that
if I carried out the doctrine that he
preached last night I could say that I
could refuse to keep faith with his pro-
mises.

lion. Frank Wilson : No.
The PREMIER:- Then I ask how

could we square the ledger; how carry
out his doctorine! The hon. member
knows full well that the doctrine he
preached last night was intended for
those sitting on the Treasury benches at
the moment. Redid not follow it himself,
and] we propose to do what we have
done this year-where it is in the in-
terests of the whole State to come to
the assistance of any section of it, we
are ging to do it wherever justifiable. I
may also explain that thre deficit is due
as well to the fact that we have declined
to sell any further town lots. That has
had its effect upon our revenue-and we
knew it at the time-but it will have this
effect, that evontually posterity will reap
an advantage which, they would otherwise
have lost.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How does that
affect your Estimates?9

The PREMIER: We did not sell town
lots.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You knew that
when you were making up your Esti-
mates?

The PREMIER: And we did not
make any Bullfinch-boom speeches in the
Palace hotel before we put town lots up
for sale-as the lion, member did, with
the result that the Government have been
called upon to defer the second instal-
ments because the people now say that,
through the boom speeches made by the
late Premeir and others, they were urged
to pay a higher price than Vije true value
of the land. We have not done anything
of that kind for the purpose of showing
our finances to he in an excellent condi-
tion,

Ron. Frank Wilson : You knew you:
were not going to sell town lots when you
made up your Estimates, and yet you are
accounting for the deficit by it,

The PREMIER: I predicted a short-
age of £104,000, and the other things we
were called upon to do, which we could
not anticipate, at the time, account for
the balance. 'We had to enter into a freak
agreement with the railway service and
with the men in the loco. shops, and in
each ease it meant an increase. We could
not perceive what that increase would be.
The same thing applies to the deferred
payments of rents and the payment for
water supplies and the haulage of water
over the railways that I have mentioned.
That would more than account for the
balance. Mfy hon. friend opposite was,
talking about sound finance, and on the
Notice Paper that very day was a list of'
questioiis, one of which reads as follows:
"Is it proposed to keep the accounts on
strict bnsiness lines, or under the system
now in use in the Government depart-
ments!'

-Ron. Frank Wilson: You did not
answer that question.

The PREMIER: I am going to an-
swer it now. I will tell my friend that
it is our intention to keep these accounts
on strict business lines, and that if the
accounts iu the various departments are-
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not kept onl strict business linies we will
take early opportunity of amending them.
However they may be, they are as wve
found them. An admission that the ac-
counts of this State have not been kept
-on business linies hardly conies well from
the lion. member.

Hon, Frank Wilson: No country's fin-
ances fire carried on along strict business
liies.

The PREMIER: That is a reflection
-on those controlling the Treasury, and is
not warran ted. So long as we are in con-
trol of the trading concerns we will pre-
sent a true balance sheet to the House
iind the country; in fact we have already
prepared a draft for a trading Bill in
-order that these accounts may be pro-
peil'y kept, and so be maintained in a
formi easily understood by all people.
Again,' our friend said that under the
administration of my colleague, the pre-
sent Minister for Lands, there is stagna-
tion; in fact he said that throughout the
Lands Department stagnation stares them
in the face. I went through the depart-
mnent recently and although I did not see
many mirrors there I was struck ivtih the
idea that perhaps our friend opposite had
gone in to the department, gazed into a
irror Find immediately came to the con-

clusion that stagnation was staring him in
the face. In order to show that stagna-
tion does not really exist in the Lands
.Department I desire to quote from a re-
turn showing the conditional purchase
lands selected during the year ended 30th
June, 1911, and also during the year
-ended 30th June, 1912. During the earlier
period, when everything was supposed to
be making such wonderful prog-ress, the
total so selected was 1,923,172 acres,
whereas for last year it was 1,970,052
-acres, or anl increase approaching 50,000
.acres over the total of the previous year.

Hon. Frank 'Wilsou: They were ap-
plications approved?

The PREMIER: Yes. And the num-
ber of holdings taken up during 1911
-was 4,265, as against which during last
year they amounted to 4,371. So it will
be seen that the stagnation existing in the
Lands Department at the present time
has had the effect of settling more people

onl tho laud thanl was the case in the
previous year. Moreover, we could easily
have increased that total if we had pur-
suied the policy of our friend, now seated
opposite, when Minister for Lands, name-
ly, to settle people on the land as soon as
it -was surveyed, without any considera-
tion as to the results likely to be obtained
Mfy colleague, the present Mlinister for
Lands, has persistently refused to allow
certain subdivisions to be thrown open
for selection, and tie has dlone this, not in-
discrimninately, but on a set basis. He
has insisted that certain particulars shall
be furnished before the land is made
available for selection. Under his system
unless the Mtiniste-r for Lands is satisfied
that the sub-division is within an assured
rainfall area, and within reasonable time
will have a raiilway authorised by Par-
lianien t, and constructed, lie discoun ten-
ances any selection of tlie land in that
area. If that policy had been pursued
by our predecessors we would not have
people persistently coming to the Govern-
ment and asking for assistance on the
score that railways promised years ago
have not materialised, and that no wvater
supplies have been provided]. Our friend
opposite gave no consideration whatever
to water supplies. He used to go about
the country, always boasting of the
600,000 acres hie desired to have selected,
with the result that we have since had
these people clamouring for the provision
of water supplies and railways, as pro-
mised by the previous Government. The
conditions insisted upon by the present
Minister for Lands are that there, shalt
be reasonable provision for water supply,
that the Agricultural Bank shall have
approved of loans in the district, and-

Mir. Mitchell: Is the Agricultural Bank
still making advances?9

The PREMIER: When the record of
the operations of the Agrlicultural Bank
for last year is given to the House my
lion, friend will find that it beats all his
records of previous years. The present
Minister for Lands also insists that there
shall be railway facilities, either already
provided, or approved by Parliament, and
that the rainfall is sufficient to ensure a
reasonable prospect of success. Those
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are definite lines upon which the Minister
for Lanids has decided as a test whether
sub-divisions shall be throwni open for
selection, and in many cases he has re-
fused to allow this to he done because
satisfactory answers could not be given
to his questions. That will eventually be
of benefit to the State, and of benefit also
to those who, in the falness of time, will
take up the land. I do not propose to
(real any further with that subject. The
.1inister for Lands will himself have an
opportunity oif explaining- to the House
Just what his department has been doing,
and I think the House will then be satis-
fled that there is no stagnation in the de-
partment; that "stagnation" is merely a
political cry for the purpose of teasing
the ears of the public. Now I come to
the question of loans. It will be remem-
bered that during the election, and indeed
since the election, our friends opposite
hare attempted to make the people be-
lieve that wc are a non-borrowing party;
that we would refuse to borrow money
for any purpose whatever. But, as I
asserted from thie Opposition henches,
this party is prepared to borrow money
for works of a reproductive nature calcu-
lated to assist the progress of the indus-
tries of tile State. WXe hare kept faith
with that statement. We have borrowed
over two millions of money, and our loan
funds are in a better condition to-day
than when directed by our friend op-po-
site, "'ho continually presents to the pub-
lic the idea that hie was a great financier.
Moreover, while lie has criticised my ac-
tion in raising a loan in London at 3%
per cent., all the authorities that exist in
his part of the globe, in London, and, in-
deed, onl the Continent, generally are
against him and with mae on this question.
Numerous Press euttings have been sent
out by the Agent General from news-
Papers not in sympathy with the Laqbour
party* . and these journals apparently are
of the npinion that I hare done better
this year onl the loanl market than has any-
one else. The Fivancial Times said,
amongst other things-

The stock is, of course, a flirst-class
investment, being, in fact, a full]-
fledged Trustee issue, and it looks

cheap compared with the other loans .
of the State. There is rio other 334
per cent. Western Australian stock wvith
which to compare it but the 31/2 per'
cents. commiand a price of 952..

Again, another paper printed the follow-
ing:

Western Australia Government 334
per cent Inscribed Stoek.-We see,
nothing iii the least attractive about
the stock at the issue price of 99, and
wre advise our readers to have nothing,
to do wvith it.
Hon . Frank Wilson: The other paper

said it was a good thing for the investors,
The PRflLIER: Yes, a sound

investment, and that paper knows.
somlething about finance. Under these
circumstances, I contend that I acted
wisely. Let me say in regard to the
cheap sneer our- lion, friend indulged in.
the other night, that no other Premier
controls tile finances of the State while-
I remrain in my present p~osition onl the-
Treasury benches, and that I am not
concerned about criticisms from other
such sources. 'We we decided to
raise that loan in London we acted
on the advice of those able to ad-.
vise us well, and then only after consider-
able correspondence; in fact I could read
corresp~ondence to show that we did not
rush onl the market, but carefully con-
sidered the matter with our advisers iti
Lon1don. Let me read the followinge-
tract fromn a private letter received from
London.-

The last great Canadian loan for
seven millions, issued onl account of the!
Canadian Northern Railway, hut of'

which the Cankdian Government guiar-
anteed the principal and interest, has
not proved very successful. The public-
only took up 10 per cent of the issue..
It was a 3% per cent loan issued at
£93, and the price this week is £92. r1
think it was decidedly unwise to bring
down a loan of such magnitude as
seven maillion pouinds in one instalmenit,
ais it had a depressing effect on stock
generallv'-thc Canadian stock having
gone down from 100 to 9S. while alT
other stock has depreciated from Y2 to
1 per cent.
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Again, ill connection with the New Zea-
land loan, the following Press cable mes-
sage was received from London:

The Times, commenting onl the pros-
pectus of the New Zealand loan of
£:4500.000 issued at £97, with a cur-
rency of two years, observes that al-
though many view short-dated issues
with disfavour, nevertheless it was pro-
bably New Zealand's best way out of a
difficult position Good judg-es. how-
ever. are of opinion that it would have
been helter finance to issue a long 4
per cent, for the chance of renewal twvo
year's hence.

Now . I think I haove already quoted suffi-
cient to show that onl that occasion, from
the opinion expressed by thoise who ought
to be able to express an opinion, all things
considered, we acted in the -best interests
of the State, and wisely. The Queensland
Government are now of opinion that they
will have to pay f our per cent. on their
future loans for some time, at any rate.
Now, to pass on. My hon. friends oppo-
site are very concerned as to what the
present Government are doing with our
Savings Bank, and in regard to retaining
that institution for the State. Let me
again say, as I have previously said, that
I aim not a bit concerned about retaining
the Savings 'Bank as such for the State; I
want the funds of the bank conserved to
the State. and I believe I can better con-
serve those funds at the present time by
entering into partnership with the Com-
moniwealth. T am assured by the Federal
authorities of 75 per cent. of all future
deposits,' and all of the money that is at
present standing to the credit of the Sav-
ings Bank, and that is a better bargain
than merely retaining a bank in opposition
to another Savings Bank to be established
in the interests of the people, and losing
a good deal more than the 25 per cent.
we are now surrendering. I am acting onl
the lines of trying to bring about justice
to the State by a -combination of control
on the part of the Commonwealth and
State, so far as Savings Hank functions
are concerned. When the time is ripe
to make an announcement as to how far
matters have gone in that direction, I w ill
do So. but not till then, because when we

are negotiating in matters of this kind
it is not desirable to make a public state-
ment too early. I was interested in hear-
ing the leader of the Opposition say that
he thought that with a little tutoring from
himself I should be able to learn how to
conduct the affairs of the country.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are not an
apt pupil.

The PREMIER: Let me say at once
that I will, admnit that his tutoring has,
to some extenit, helped me to properly
conduct the affairs of the country; not
by following his example, but rather by
avoiding it wherever possible-by first of
all finding out the way in which my friend
opposite acted in a similar position and
then taking directly contrary action, That
I find is the wisest attitude to take in the
interests of the State. I am not going
to be forced by the leader of the Opposi-
tion into giving premature information
to the public concerning any State affairs.
As I have said in connection with the
Savings Bank business, there are times
when it is necessary that nothing should
be said in connection with negotiations
which are in progress. That is exactly
what has happened in connection with the
steamers. While it is true that we pur-
chased those steamers just before the
meeting of Parliament, yet we commenced
negotiations for them before last Christ-
mas. We took early steps to procure
those steamers and when we acquired
them we made the fact -public. It is true
that it is the policy of the party sitting
onv the Treasury benches at the present
time to nationalise industries, particularly
when those industries are controlled by
combines and rings that are injurious to
the public welfare, and those industries
which we have nationalised, or attempted
to nationalise, up to date are those which
have been conducted in a manner injuri-
ous to the welfare of the people of this
-State. I was surprised at the remark of
the leader of the Opposition that the
shipping ring and the timber combine
were going to form a combination to
fight the Government in connection with
this enterprise.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say so.
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The PREMIIER: The lion. gentleman
distinctly said so.

Hon. FTrank Wilson: The Premier must
accept my denial, because I did not say so.

The PREMIER: I will not accept it
because I have the lion. member's speech
here.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, quote my
speech. Let me put the Premier right.
I said that they would not be crushed out
without a struggle, or words to that effect.

The PREIMIER: Here is the W~est Aus-
tralian report of the speech of the leader
of the Opposition, and referring to the
timber mills and the shipping ring lie
said-

It must be remembered that they will
not get rid of the sawmill owners
easily. They, together with the ship-
ping companies, were going to put up
a fight for the trade.

A combination to prevent the Government
from cheapening the food supplies of the
people.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Not at all.
The PREMIER: The hion. member also

made an admission that -will be very inter-
esting to the Women's National Liberal
League, because lie said that lie favoured
riationalisation so long as it is done hion-
estly. What must one infer from that'?
That he believes in the nationalisation of
industry so long as we do it hionestly.
Then, he has pronounced himself in fav-
our of nationalising the shipping servie,
the timber trade, the milk vendig, and
other industries as wvell.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not say so.
The PREMIER: The hion. member said

that he did not object so long as we did
it honestly.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I do not object to
you carrying out your policy so long as
you do it honestly.

The PREMIER: Then I cannot under-
stand why the lion. member delayed the
business of the House in moving a vote
of no-confidence in the Government when
wve were only carrying out our policy.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are doing it
illegally.

The PREMIER: We are not. The lion.
member also asserts that there is no wish
on the p)art of himself or those support-

ing him to combat any legitimate effort
to reduce the prices of food supplies. We
heard exactly the same words from his
boss, Sir John Forrest, when hie opposed
the Surplus Revenue Bill in the Federal
Parliament. That lion, gentleman said
that hie was not opposed to the old age
pensions, but lie acted in such a direction
that if lie had been successful he would
have defeated the old age pension scheme,
The samne attitude is now taken up by the
leader of the Opposition, for, whilst he
says that lie is not combating any reduc-
tion of the prices of food supplies, he is
making- every effort to prevent that taking
place by opposing the Government in their
efforts in connection with the shipping
and other services. I said last night
that our friends opposite wvere re-
sponsible for conducting the only
State butcher's shop in Rib country.
The leader of the Opposition coni-
tradieted that, but he forgot, of course,
that his Government had run a butcher's
shop at Rottnest. It is the only State-
owned butcher's shiop in the State, and] it
operated under the administration of our
friends opposite.

lion. Frank Wilson : Childish!
The PREMZIER: They were absolutely

trading with the public there the same
as a butcher's shop in the city. In fact
they had a monopoly and refused to allow

anbody else to sell a pound of beef on
the island.

Mr. Green : That is State socialism.
The PREMIER: Yes, and it is all righit

when done by our friends opposite, but
it is entirely wrong when we do it in ac-
cordance with our decl ared policy. My
friend also attempts to make this House
believe-

Hon. Frank Wilson : Where is the g-ro-
cer's shop you mentioned?

The PREMIER: We have established
a gr-ocer's shop and it is making a decent
profit, and is a great convenience to the
people oil the island in summer.

Hon. Frank Wilson : But you said that
we were ru-nin llRg it.

The PREMIER: The late Government
built it and proposed to run it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, to let it, I ex-
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The PREMIER: Now the members op-
posite attempted to make the House believe
that the steamers purchased in accordance
with our policy w-ere nothing more nor less
than scrap iron.

Mr. George: WellI, are they not?
The PREMIER: No, they are not. Take

the ease of the "Wexford." We paid-I
may just as wellI give t his in formation to
the leader of the Opposition who is so
anxious for it-we paid £10,500 for this
piece of scrap iron, and I ala informed
by the Agent General tinder date of the
24th Mav-

it may be a satisfaction to 3011 to
know that I received an offer of £13,000
for the vessel as she lies at the present
time. hut I (lid not think it advisable to
complicate matters by communicating
to You, as I have no doubt she wvill be
admirably adapted for the trade for
which she is required.

That disposes of the suggestion that this
vessel is mere scrap iron. The "Wexford"
was built in 1901, she carries 600 tons of
cargo, has a draught (loaded) of 12 feet,
and her coal consumption is 11 tons for a
speed of 10 knots, which is her average.
The next boat is the "Mon~golia."

H-on. Frank Wilson: British built?
The PREMIER: She was built in 1001,

and we are paying £39,500 for her.
Hon. Frank Wilson: British built?
Thle PREMIER: Site is a steel vessel.

her tonnage is 2,937 gross and 1,038 net.
She can carry 2,170 tons of cargo, her
length is 344 feet by a breadth of 48 feet
and a depth of 24.3, and she draws some
19.5 feet when fully loaded. Her class is
100A1 at Lloyds. She is fitted with twin
screw and triple expansion engines and
she speeds up) to 18 knots. The vessel is
electrically lighted throughout, has a
smoking room and a ladies' saloon on the
upper (lek, and a four-berthi hospital, an
ice plant, and other conveniences.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is she British
built?

The PREMIER: It does not matter
about the building. We bought that boat
for the West Australian trade and she is
absolutely suited for it. I have the follow-
ing information from the Agent General
in regard to the vessel:-

Carefully inspected "Mongolia"-fine
ship-built for Russian Government,
Vladivostock-Shangbai trade. Cost over
£100,000, last year £60,000 asked. Now
offered to me £39,000 subject to imme-
diate reply. Specially ventilated for
tropical trade. She could] carry 400
head cattle. Guarantees 30 tons of
2,2401bs. Wales coal only for 12 knots.
Consider her bargain. Adelaide Steam-
ship Company, Limited, endeavouring
obtaini option to purchase but Danish
directors hold off pending my prompt
rep ly.

That is interesting news to my friends op)-
posite. The same scrap iron that the
Government have purchased w-as sought
after by thle Adelaide Steamship Company
to re~place the "Kobi.

Mr. George: Was that a fact?
The PREMIER : It is a fact. I hope

the hon. member is not asserting that the
A gent General w'as making a mis-state-
ment.

Mv. George: Oh, no, I thought it might
be a rumiour; rlunou rs of that sort do get
about.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where was she
built; was she built in England?

Mr. Heitjnann: According to Lloyds
she was built in England.

Hon. Frank Wilson: According to the
newspapers she was built at Trieste.

The PREMIER: The price paid for
the "Mongolia" is £E39,500. I am satiafied,
from a statement which appeared in one
of the daily newspapers, the Daily News
I think, that the Adelaide Steamship Corn.
pany was offering a considerably higher
amount than £39,500, because they had
based their figures on information they
munst have obtained from someone in that
office. I think they stated the price as
£60,000 or £70,000, so that the only fly
in the ointment is that we secured the boat
which the Adelaide Steamship Company
tried to get.

Mr. George; Perhaps they will give you
a profit on your bargain.

The PREMIER: For the "Darius" wve
paid 1C17,000, less an amount to be dedue-
ted for installing electric light, which the
previous owners have contracted to do.
She was built in 1892 and has a gross ton-
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nage of 3,205, and a net tonnage of 2,130,
with a speed of 10 knots, and will carry
from 400 to 500 hlead of cattle. The other
boat is the "Una," for which we paid
£2,000, and we had to accept the "Una"
at that time because time was the essence
of the contract. May I explain for the
informiation of the House that the reason
which prompted the Government in buy-
ing the "Una" wvas that wve were called
upon to either agree to the loss of a
steamer plying on the South-East coast or
pay a subsidy of £3,250 to the Adelaide
Steamship Company. We were, up to
Mlay of this year, payin'g a subsidy of
£750 for the continuance of that service,
and the Federal Government paid £3,250,
a total of £4,000 for thle mail service along
that coast.

Holl. Frank Wilson: We were not pay-
ing that amnounat; the Federal Goveranin
were paying most of it.

The PREMIER: We were paying £7.50
when the contract expired and fresh ten-
ders were called. The Adelaide Steamship
Company were the only tenderers and
they immediately raised the price from
£E4,000 to £6,500.

Honl. Frank Wilson: For the same boat?
The PREMIERB: The same boat, the

same work, and the same conditions, and
they wanted £C2,500 per annum above what
wvas being paid previously. The Federal
Government wired to the G overnment of
this State pointing out that they were not
prepared to pay the increased amount.
They could get a good land service for
£1,080, but as they considered sea service
was the better an~d was anl advantage to
the settlers in that part of the State, they
were prepared to continue to pay £3,250
a year, but nothing above that amount,
,and if we desired to continue that service
we wvoulId have to find the balance. namely,
£3.250. Those who wvere able to advise us
in the matter informed us that we could
put a boat onl to run that service, and the
whole expense would not amnounat to much
more than thle £3,250 that we would ob-
tamn from the Commonwealth by way of
suibsidyv and thie earnings of the boat
would be almost wholly p~rofit onl the trans-
action. Whiether it is profit or 'lot, if

we even made a loss we would be actually
showing a profit onl the transaction by sav-
ing the difference between that amount
and the £3,250 we were called upon to
pay by way of a subsidy. For the pur-
pose of taking up the contract onl its due
date, we bought tile "Urn," wvhich, as the
Honorary Minister mentioned by interjec-
tion the oilier afternoon, our predecessors
bought twvo or three times over without
comaing into possession of the boat, and
as soon as the "Wexford" arrives and
takes up the work we are going- to run the
"Una" in connection with public works in
the North, where she will pay for herself
by the freights she will save. Now, we
come to the point whether there is
any, thing in the attack of our opl-
ponlents that we have acted illegally.
In the first place, I want to ex-
plain definitely that this Government
are just as desirous. while sitling onl the
Treasury bencehes, as when we were in
Opposition, that Parliament should con-
trol the finances of the State, and that
the Government shall not expend mioney
without an appropriation. I want to tel
my friend, the Leader of the Opposition,
who knows so much about sound finance,
and whol controlled the Treasury for so
long that if lie does not know hie ought
to, that we have tile necessary appiopria-
tion granted by this House, and by the
other House as well. If lie will rend the
Appropriation Act, 1911-12, assented to
on the 0th January. 1912, hie will find
that in that Act there is an amount of
£250,000 by way of advance to the Trea-
surer. Does lie not know that t hat amount
by wany of advance to thle 'rreatiurer, was
lpiovilct1 by hiniselft as Colonial Treasurer.
andl that hie mande provision in the Esti-
mnates and A!)ropritioi, Bill to provide
himself with £C250,000 under that head?
floes he not know tiat it was for thle pur-
pwe of allowring thle expendithire oif money
legally which in previous Years hie and
other Treasurers exp)ended illegally' ?

Honl. Frank Wilson: No, I never. I
did iiot introduce that 12.50,000 in the Es-
timates. It was there in Mr. Gardiner's
time Previous to the last Labour party.
1 think hie introduced it seven or eight
yeariN ago.

160



[4 JULY, 1912.] 6

The PREMIER; floes not lie lion.
member know that there had beeni no au-
thority unitil this was provided iii thp Ap-
propriatioin Bill for the provision of a
Loan Suspense Aeeountq That Loan
Suspense Account was only a way of
providing for expenditure incurred wvith-
ouit an appropriation. When they had no
appropriation from Parliament they iiy.-
mediatel1y opened a Suspense Account, and
carried it forward to thie next year, but
they had expended the money withtout ap-
prIopriation. Now we have paid for the
steamers out of an appropriatiou granted
by this House.

Hon, Frank Wilson:- Not for that pur-
pose.

The PREMIRR: "To enable the Treas-
ur-er to make advances to public officers
and onl account of other Governments,
etc., and to pay expenses of an unfore-
seen nature." It w~as absolutely impOS,-
sible to foresee that we would purchase a
steamer costing £30,500 when, we met Par-
liamient last year.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You were negoti-
ating before Christmas and only brought
in your Estimates then.

The PREMIER: Yes, before Christ-
mas.

Hon. Thank Wilson:- And should, have
brought it in then.

The PREMIER: We could not say
what it was going to cost tlie State, and
we would have no righit to ask the House
for anl appropriation in that way unitil
we could satisfy the Hfouse just what it
would run into. We have done exactly
as our predecessors have done.

11Iou. Frank Wilson: 'No.

Trhe PREMIEUR: We have charged ex-
peiiditiirc of this kind to the Treasurer's
Advance. We live got the money le-
gally under ain Appropriation Act, but
I am not certain that our f riends opposite
have always d10n1 thle sanie thin They
have expended money unuder Treasurer's
Advance for a trading concern withott
the consent of Parliament. They bought
a cattle station wvithout the approval of
Parliament. and that purchase has never
been approved of yet. We will he called
upon, and to-day I had intended to move
for leave to introduice a Bill toleais

(6]

the expenditure incurred by my predeces-
sors for excesses in thle year ended 30th
June, 1911. That measure will be sub-
nitted oit Tuesday next. 1 find a loan
amounting- to hundreds of thousands of
pounds-I am referring to the Loan Sur,-
peiuse Account expenditure-for which
there is no auithority, and there is one
iteml-a station purchased for the Abor-
igines Department, £18,061. This is' not
a small item, and the question arises
whether this is good buisiness, because,
while it might be possible for someone to
blow upl a steamer, it is not very dilli cult
for aborigines to kill the cattle on the
statioii, and the station wvould not be of
muchl value then. 'When our friends
complain of our action they Should first
of all look through their own record and
see that the same charge Cannot be hurled
against them.

Ron. Frank Wilson : That was fully
announced in the H-ouse, and approved]
by supporters of the present Government.

The PREMIER: Certainly not. On
30th September, 1906, there was £204,962
16s. 9d. debited against Loan Suspense
Account which was not assented to by
Parliament and authority was only given
for it on 14th December, 1.906. Onl 31st
December, 1908, there was £267,053 4s. .9d.
debited against Loan Suispense Account,
for which there was no authority of Par-
liamient, and that was assented to on the
6th February, 1009. Onl 30th September,
1909), the re was an amount of £10,548 9ls.
9d. debited ag-ainst Loan Suspense Ac-
count, for which there was no authority
of Parliament, and that -was assented to
onl the 21st December, 1909.

lloi. Erank 'Wilson : All to carry out
works approved of by Parlianiept .

Trhe PIEIE~R: Nothing of the kind.
I-foui. Frank Wilson: Every one of

thiemi.
The PRETER: Ont 31st December,

1910, there was anl amount of £E88,873 5s.
10dh. debited against Loan Suspense Ac-
count, for which there was no authorit ,y
of Parliament, anti that was only assented
to in a Loan Act onl iti February, 1011.
On 30th September, 1q1.1, there was an
,amount of £12,572 17s. li1d. debited
a gainst Loan Suspense Account, without
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the authority of Parliament, and the Loan
Act to cover that expenditure was only
assented to on 9th January, 1912. Thus
we had to legalise the actions of our pre-
decessors. Let mec explain some of this
expenditure. The honourable gentleman
admitted that he had expended a large
sum in connection with the Fremantle
Harbour Works. I said we would have
done thle same in similar circumstances.
That was an amount of £26,309 16s. 8d.,
a fairly large sum. Perhaps that could
have been foreseen or at least some of it.
Thy aborigines' station cost £C18,061, and
that was never sanctioned by Parliament;,
yet the department secured a cattle sta-
tion, costing that sum.

Hon. Frank Wilson:. I suppose You
will sell it nlow.

The PREMIER: Then again, Parlia-
ment never autborised our predecessors
to purchase Crawley Park, for which they
panid £15,582 10s.

H~on. FraInk Wilson: Will you sell it9
Thie PREMIER: The point is whether

our friends are justified in charging us
with doing something illegal, whichi we
have not done, when they have been
'Iu61ty of doing something worse. They
have doiie things which are illegal, and
they have not obtained the authority of
Parliament for them yet.

Hon. Frank Wilsoni: These wvere justi-
fiable. The others aire wrung.

The lPREAMIlR: Then the i-ireviows
Government mnade ionus for thle plU1])osC
of Vermin Boards, :rioitnting to £16,448
1.6s, 41. Lvitliont ain appropriation of Par-
Iialnieiit. Mly friend opposite will tirob-
ably say a Bill wais passed by both
Chambers permitting thlese loains to be
made. The Bill distinelly staltd lint
file loan shouild be aippriop riated Frnont time
lo time by Parliament. hut they dlid not
:,sk Parlianment to appiropriate (lie mnoneyv.
They had that .06,448 without authority,
and thenl. both here and from public plat-
forms, they indignantly accuse this Gov-
ernmlent of ha1viig don11e somlething- illegzal
and extremea. as if they themselves had
been absolutely gutiltless. Why. the samne
thing applies with regard to the purchase
of the Uahleith estate!

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is no
analogy whatever.

The PREMTIER: The Daliceith estate
p ureliase was never mentioned until the
whole transaction was comnpleted. We
mentioned in October last onl the public
platform, aiid have ever since mentioned,
our intention of procuring steamers to
trade to the North-West. That was pub-
lished; but our predecessors did not make
public that it was their intention to pur-
chase thie Dalkeitli estate. They paid
£11,000 without, the-ithority of Parlia-
ment to p~urchase that estate. I Could
mention ma iw other items.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Keep on.
The PRZE.1IER: I think I have men-

tioned enouigh. Their purchases ap-
proachied a million of mnoney, ours do not
approach £100,000. Speaking of the Dal-
keith estate reminds me that last night,
when the leader of the Opposition was
speaking, I asserted lie had the Dalkeith
estate offered to him, prior to its being
submitted through '.Mr. Charles Sommers,
for exactly the same figure as that at
which it was purchased, niamely, £11,000.

The Minister for Mlines: The hont.
member denied it.

The PREMIER: Onl the 3rd October,
1910, Ur. WV. R. Verco, as agent for Mr.
James Gallop, submitted the Dalkeith es-
tate, comprising about 146 acres, to the
GAovernment ait £25,000, which offer Cabi-
net declined. in February, 11111, 1%]r.
Robson submitted the whole estate at
£11,000 to the land purchase arid estate
officer-the proper people to deal with
the purchase of hld, aind authorised hy
Parliamlelit to deal writh the purchlase of
land-hut lie wasq advised aFter thle lHoni
A~ir-. flag isli--a mocii her' of I 1e Govr n-
wlent of the liiCsciit leader of flme Opposi-
tiini-uid been consiflted, that the ov-
eminen0t dlid no0t wVant the wholeU esKtate.
Onl March 7th, a month afterwardIs, Mr.
Charles Summers, on behalf of the iont-
gagee, offered thie ptroperty to tine Pre-
mier at £1.200, and Mr. Stronaca. after
iiisperh ion. valued it at E-11,605. The
Premier ntlified Air. Soinnier-s that ('abi-
net approved of an offer of C10,000. The
offer was refuised, and (lie Governmnent,
upon -Ir. Soninmers reducing the price to
£11,000, picluis-ei at that figure. And
they purchased it without reference to

162



[4 Juty

the officer who is authorised by Parlia-
ment to deal with the rep)Qrchase of land,
and wi thout his having any knowledge of
the fact that the Government had d ecided
to reparchase, until Mr, Charles Som-
mers rang him up and told him. I merely
make this stateiueint in order to put my-
self clear that the statement I mnade last
nig-ht was absolutely correct.

Mr. Gleorge: Wshat is the inference?
The PREMIER: There is no infer-

ence. 'The leader of the Opposition de-
nied last night that thle estate was ever
offered to the Government, piior to Mr.
Charles Sommers offering it, for the same
figure, £11,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I told you there
was no written offer of the estate by Mr.
Robson, and] that it never camne to my
knowledge at all. 111r. Robson told me
himself that lie had not put in a written
offer of this estate for £11,000.

The Minister for Mines: The fact is
in evidence on the files that the offer was
made.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is there an offer
from Mr. Robson! There is no such
thing; he told me himself hie had not
put it ia.

Thle PREMIER: I do not care what
Mr. Robson told the leader of the Op-
position, Mr. Robson. had offered the
estate to the land purchase officer for
£11,000 in February, and it was refused]
by the Government, but was afterwards
accepted from another agent, Mr. Charles
Soners . at the saime figure.

Mr. George: Wbo refused the offer'?
The PREMIER: The Government re-

fused it.
Hon. Frank Wilson: They did not;

it never came before them.
The PREMI1ER: The hon. member

must accept responsibility for the action
of his Minister, and it was through the
proper Minister that ought to he con-
sulted in such matters, that is, the Min-
ister for Works, under whom the land
purchase officer operates.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 'Why not pro-
diuee the offer'?

The PREMIrDR: I am quoting from
a precis of the file put tip for my in-
formation. Does the hon. member mean
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that the officers of the department are
making false statemnents to me?

Hon. Frank Wilson: I say that there
was no offer; you cannot produice the
Dfer.

Thle PREMIER: That is too thin. I
was dealing wvith the Dalkeith estate: to-
gerber with other purchases made by the
late Government without Parliamentary
appropriation ; and if hon. members will
read my statement, that oar friends last
night madie so mnuch of, in connection with
thle Bullfinch railway, they will find that
thle statement I made on that occasion is
in accordance with thle present actions of
the Governufient, and in accordance with
future intended actions of the Govern-
ment. This was my statement on that
occasion-

We want to compel this Government,
together with any otlher Government, to
first of all get the authority of the re-
presentatives of the people before they
spend the people's money.

That is, to get an appropriation of Par-
liament, that the Government must have
an appropriation before they* can spend
public fnnds. As "I have J)oiflted out al-
reafdy, we have that appropriation by Par-
liament, and members opposite cannot
now complain that we have done some-
thing in a direction they, the Opposition,
did not desire. So far as the Ho(use
is concerned, we have acted in
the direction desired by the House,
and in accnrdance with our policy, and,
moreover, in accordance -with a
policy to which the leader of thle Opposi-
tion pledged huis party. At the general
election, in delivering his policy speech,
he stated, his Government were prepared
to charter steamers to trade with the
northi-west ports to bring stock to the
nmarkets.

lRon. Frank Wilson : If necessary.
The PREMIER : As the campaign

proceeded public opinion was getting so
strung, and the hon. gentleman being
able to recognise it, he immnediately
changed his ground and stated that, if
necessary,. his Government were prepared
to buy a steamer for thle purpose of bi'ing-
i ng down stock f romi th e North-Wes t-

Hon. Frank 'Wilson : "'If nlecessary."
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The PREMIER.: The difference, of
course, being that we found it absolutely
essential, and in accordance with our
policy. We have secured the necessary
steamuers; and it is not contrary to any
Act of Parliament, notwithstanding the
lion, member's quotation from the Audit
Act, and it is not without any Act of
appropriation, There are two or three
firms, known as the nieat ring, that have
been controlling- our meat supplies to
their advantage and not to the advanit-
age of the grower or consumer. In fact,

one firm alone-we need not look very far
to discover them-have netted some-
thing like £70,000 by merely buying and]
selling last season. They happen to be in
a position -where they can conipel the small
111rowerl to sell his stock to them, other-
wise he cannot get rid of themn at all.

Mr. Moore : Who arc the firm ?

The PREIE R . I amn not going- to
mention any firm. The lion. reenber canl
get all the information if hie desires. Pro-
bably hie is in a position to do it. Hlan.
members opposite have made a very?
good defence in the interests of the mnea t
and shipping rings. Probably they are
in full possession of thle privileges they
have been enjoying and Ave are making
anl onset on,

Hon. Frank Wilson : You are going
to help them make somc miore.

Tho PREMIER :The hon. member
will discover if that is correct or not
when we proceed. Our object is to re-
lieve the small grower from the grip of
these few firms andl, while giving him a
fair deal1, at the samle time enable. him
to put his product on the market at a
fair- price to the consumner. I think
wve can do that if given an opportunity
by Parliament. The leader of the Op-
position attempted to make us believe
that the price of meat was controliled by
suipply and demand. It would be so if
the supply and demand were not con-
trolled by a ring. When there is inter-
ference with free supply and demand,
then we cannot say that the price is bal-
anced or arranged bjy supply or denmand.

lion. Frank Wilson : What causes the
fluctuations in prices?

The PR.EMIER - They have been
caused only recently since the Govern-
ment have been making an attack onl the
preserves of these people.

lion. Frank Wilson : They have gone
uip steadily since von came into office,

The PREMiER :It must be rememn-
bered that the members of the meat ring
were the only p-eople wrho could get space
onl the steamer's p)lying to the North-West.
They had practically thle whole of the
space, and the result was that if the mar-
ket becamec glutted, they could inunedi-
ately hold off; it would pay them better
than bring-ig down a full ship load,
Which Wouild interfere with their prices.
There are other reasons also why tme
small grower is not able to get his stock
on the market, hut at this stage I ami not
going to inform the H{ouse and the public

hwwe are to deal with this phase of the
question; but we have not lost sight of
it; puitting on State steamers to ply be-
tween Fremnantle and the North-West is
not the alpha, and omiega of the policy
of the Governm~lent in connection with our
mieat supplies. Now, so far as sleepers
are concerned, and sawmills generally,
our friends opposite were responsible for
first of all1 erecting a State sawumill. In
fact, the3 ' erected two. They said it was
for the purpose of supplying sleepers for
the Railway Department.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Without the consent of Parlia-
mnent.

The PREM11IER, Yes. Moreover-, the
mills we are putting into our- forests are
for the purpose of providing sleepers for,
among others, the Minflister for Works,
in order to construct railways ini our own
State.

MAr. George :Did not thme Commissioner
of Railways put imp that saw mill 9

The PREMRH -: J know what the lion.
member is trying to lead tue to) say.

Mr. George .No, I am not. I wanted
to put one uip in liy time as Cunimis-
sioner, but Ii could not get the tioney.

The PRENIFER : Who prevented the
lion. mnember from getting it1

Mr. George : I do not know. 'We were
hard lip; we had not your sanguine hope
of paying debts with an empty purse.
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The PREMIER: Neither the Commis-
sioner of Railways, nor anybody author-
ised by Parliament to carry onl a partieul-
icr service of the State, is by virtue of
that power to commnit the country to the
expenditure of unlimited money on any
concern without the authority of Parlia-
men t.

M1r. George: He did niot do so.
Thc ]'RFLIEMI Yes. With the ap-

proval of our predecessors, the Commis-
sioner of Railways spent money for the
purpose of erecting a State sawmill, and
what is virtue in our predecessors ought
to be considered such in thle present Gov-
ernment, but apparently it is some reason
for at tasking t he Ciovcrnment.

flnn. Prank Wilson : There is no corn-
parison at all.

The PR EiIiER: Let me again explain
that I he contract for the supply of sleep-
ers to the Federal Giovernment will mean
bringing into the State something like
half a million of mnoney for the sleepers.

Hon. FiankL Wilson: What is the price?
The PREMIER: I think that is of some

advantage to the people of the State.
M r. Wvisdoml: H11ave you got the con-

tractq
The PREMIER: Yes, I have the con-

tract.
Mr. Wisdom: Flare you got the powel-

Hion. Frank Wilson : King O'Mtalley
says you have not got the contract.

The PREMIER: It, of eoiuxse, depends
just on how our friends would] view other
Governments. I amn prepared to accept
the definite guarantee giveni by another
Government, be it Labour or Liberal, as
in the terms of a contract; and I have
received that from the Prime Minister of
the Commonwealth. This is what hie says,
I shall read his telegram-

Pending certain action necessary onl
the part: of South Australian Govern-
nient, which it is hoped] will be taken
shortly, this -Government unable at pre-
sent enter into agreement for supply of
sleepers for Transcontinental Railway.
Guarantee to Coinplate necessa ry
arratngemnents with your Governament at
earliest practicable moment for supply
of one and] one half million sleepers

conditionally upon requisite statutory
action under Section 3, Subsection 2,
of Kalgoorlie to Port Augusta Railway
Art, 1911, being effected by 'South Aus-
tralianl Government.
Mr. Wisdom: 'Was thle price arranged!?
The PREMIER: We tendered and our

lender was accepted and it wvill mean coin-
siderablc wealth to this State. Our
friends opposite arc continually chirping
abolut this Government not giving- attenl-
lion to thle interests of the State, but if.
Wve had not tendered to supply sleepers
for the railways, notwithstanding the
fact that we have a big timber combine
in this State, the contract would hiave
gone to another State of the Common-
wealth, or perhaps outside Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: ,W1hy should it
have gone outside and why could not the
p~rivate firms tender?

The PREMIER: Because they could
not supply the quantities required in the
time. -

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the time?
The PREMIER: I am not buil ding the

railwvay. .1 want to point out further-
more, that it was a matter of urgency and
that tenders were closing on the 30th
April. We could not wait until the mneet-
ing of Parliament and ask Parliament for
authority to tender. We bad to accept
the responsibility of tendering on behalf
of the State because tenders bad to be in
the hanids of the Commnon wealth Govern-
ment before the end of April. Our tender
was accepted and we are now ma king
preparalionols for the supply of thle
sleepers.

M1r. Wis1jdom: What is the price and
what is the time?

The PR EMIER: The hon. mnerber will
get that inforinaition in dhic course.

H~on. Frank Wilson : Why do you waiit
to hide these things?

The PRE-NiEER: So far as the Stale
brickworks are concerned, let me say that
as the Mlinister administering the Work-
ers' Homes Act I find some difficulty in
pntting Part 3 of that Act into force. A
number of applicants have withdrawn
their applications because they discovered
that when tenders were called on the plans.
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which bad been approved, the amounts
were over the maximum specified under
thle Act. This was due to the high cost
of material, In one instance plans and

C' atin:swere prepa red about twelve
mionths or tmore ago0 and when tenders
were at that f'luno called for the erection
of (lie buidliw the lowest submitted was
-C514. The macin concerned did not go on

;vilk the hnildiiig but lie made application
aain latel under thec Workers' hlomes

Act for an advance, and then once miore
called for tenders, and the lowest sub-
mnitted on that occasion was £632. over
£100 miore than the lirst tender. Th1 at i,-
doe in no small measure to the cost of
miaterial having gone Lip considerably.

Mr. George: Wages have gone uip to.
The PREIMER: I ami satisfied that

when the State brickworks are in full
operation we can produce bricks, work
our men tinder reasonable conditions, pay
them fair wages and pay interest and
sinking fund on the capital outlay and
produce bricks at half the present cost.
If we tan do that we will accomplish
soi.jething that will he of material benefit
to the workers anid to the people gelier-

Hon. Fr'ank Wilson: Always a big "if"
abouit it.

The PREMIER: I had intended to re-
fer to the retirement of public servants,
huit I will say shortly that the hon. gentle-
wain opposite has griven up controlling

h age busi ness concerns Iongeohbt
still -will know somiethingZ of the methods-
which are adopted to vietirnise em-
ployees. We hare in ,desire or inten-
tion to do that anid it has nvever been
considered by this Governiment whant
action public servants meay have taken iti
connedilon with public matters when we
decided up1101 their retirement. Our de-
ctsiotis we~re based on sound grounds aid
it was unbecoming onl the p~art of the
lion, gentlemian opp)osite to suggest that
the retirement of one gentleman was
broughlt about principally because of the
part hie took inl connection with the train-
way strike. So far- as the trades hail is
conerned, here again our friends thoughlt
they had something oti which they cotild
base a charge against the Government and

perhaps mnatc the public believe that we
had done something which was illegal.

H~on. Frank Wilsotn: So you have.
The PREMER: Surely we as a Gov-

ernment are entitled to make a promke
to nvone who approaches us, anid, with
regard to the trades hail, we as a Govern-
m~ent te prepiaredl to take tile responsi-
bilitv of thre offer we made. Did the honi.
mnemlber himself when making- a promise
ev'er say that lte would propose to do a
certain thing subject to Pairlianmentary
ap~proval,?

lion. Frank Wilson: Yes.
T he PREMI ER: No. The hiont. me-

ber- used to take the other attitude and
declare "we propose to do it, notwithi-
standing- whtat our opponients may thlink
of us." This is the awfuil crime we pro-
pose to commit: We propose to do less
for the trades hilt in Perth than previous
Governments have done for trades halls
ill other parts of the State. In Premantle
a previous Government granted to the
trades hall lanid to the value of £2000,
and in addition a money grant of £2,000.

Arr. George: Who did that?

The PREMIER: A previous Govern-
mnent, and not a Labour Government.
Then a previous Government granted a
pound for pound subsidy to Kalgoorlie
for a trades hall, and the same principle
has been followed in regard to most of
tue workers' hllsN throughou1t the coun-
try, and after all. workers' halls; are just
thle same as trades hatls.

i-Ion. Fraitk W'ilson : No.
The PREMIER: They arc no nro

political bodies than is the Royal Agri-
cultural Society. In Victoria land was
granted, and not by a Lajbour Govern-
nient, for tile plurpose of a trades hall to
the value of X-33,000, in New South Wales
land was granted for Ihe purpose of a
trades hall to (le value of £C6,000. and at
money grant of £2,000 was ma~de, and, as
I haive stated, in every part of this State
grants were asked for workers' halls and
were given.

The Minister for Mines: The Govern-
inent of the hion. member oppoisite gave
£200 to the Satidstone workers' hall.

The PREMIER: Alil that we proposed
to do was to make a money grant of
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£1 000. it is true that we proposed to
repurchase their land by paying the same
amount as they gave for it, and they got
it cheap. Then we promised to grant a
lease of the land re-purchased. in Beau-
fort-street at its valuaition (as re-pur-
chased) at 4 per cent per annum wvith a
re-appraisement every 20 years. If that
is not a better deal thon allowing them to
have a freehiold, I do not know what a
good business deal is. Then azaqin. it is
proposed to advance the balance neces-
sary to complete the building from the
Savings Banik, such amount to bear in-
terest at .5 per cent. That, too, I think
is good busniess from the point of the
investment of Savings Banik funds. This
is the awful thing we propose to do, and
because it so happened that those con-
trolling thle trades hail were of thle same
political creed as ourselves, it is anl awfull
crime, hut when our friends opposite
granted £2,500 and committed this Gov-
ermnent to anl additional £2,500 by way
of a grant to thle Royal Agricultural
Society, it was a graceful act and was
necessary in order. to assist the progress
of the State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: So it is.

Mr. George: What does that Society
bring to the railways every year?

The PREMIER : I might say, who
produces the wealth of the State which
is enjoyed by a. privileged few? I want
members opposite to lie fair and consist-
cut. If it is r-ight in their case, they
should recognise similar action in our
case. Then wye have heard something
abogut lanud trnsact ions, Thle present
Miniistcer for Lands had a land transac-
tion wvith mie about seven or eight years
ago, and tie extent of it amounted to
about £5, and at a ltne when li-ce selec-
tion was in operation a nd there was no
har to anyone transferring land. The
Mlinister for Lands was so honest with
regard to this transaction at the time that
lie refused to hold] the land because hie
ail d a ot resideI onl it. antd lie converted

it to a1 coiuiitional purchase. That is the
awful crime whli ch has been committed.

lion. Prank Wilson: You had it for
15 months and did not reside on it.

The PREMIER: Then the Lands De-
partrucent shiouldl have forfeited it.

The Al iniste r for Mines : That was thle
adiinistration of the prev'ious Govern-
mtent.

The PREMITER: Let mie say that there
a ic other ]lnd transactions that may .just
as well be mentioned, and if it is worth
wvhile to delay tile House a quarter of an
hiour ox. so it, opening out onl tile awful
crime committed in a transaction worth
£.5, it ight be worth while to delay the
H-ouse for a few nmoments while I meii-
ti0,1 something about a land transaction
amounting to some several thousands of
pounids in which our- friends opposite are
interested. In Decemher 1909 the Narra-
tarra estate was repurchased for £24,000'
and the then MA-inister for Lands, now the
member for Northam, introduced a Bill
to amend the Agricultural Lands Pur-
chase Act. Under the old Act not more
thain 1,000 acres could be selected, by any
one person; the amendment gave power
to grant 2,000 acres and it was explained
by the Minister that there were times
when 2,000 acres were necessary beeai-se
it might be poor land, and it was for the
purpose of allowing that inferior land to
be taken upJ to the extent of 2,000 acres
tha t (lie amendment of the Bill w',as being-
introduced. I believe thle very first tran-
sadtion ai der that new Lancl Act wvas thle
gria iing to R. F. P. Al itehell. soil of the
thcn Minister for Lands, 1.993 acres; just

abhout the limit under the a ,mnendment
made, at £4 I~s. per acre.

Mr. E. B. Jolinston : That is poor land!
The PrIVNIFR.: Tile total pnrchase

mloney was £9),4flO. There was also
granted lto Mrs. d. H. Mitchell, the wvife
oif I he th en Miniister, 1,052 acres. This
is not munch in it self, bu when we coan-
parsc the fact that lie had in troduneed tile
Bill just previously' for the purpose of
allowing mwae than a thousand acres to
be taken upl by one person, and that the
first personls to select land there were tile
wife and the son of thme Minister, one be-
gins to wonder.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is there
wrong about ik?

The PREMIER : This is where the
wrong conies inl: F. R. P. Mitchell owned
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1,898 acres of conditional putrchase land
oil the 4th MAarch, 1910, when the first aip-
plication for tiie Nhrrn [a rif homestead
was lodged; that would putt him out of
court under the law of the land.

Mr. Mitchell: That had been trans-
ferred.

The P1IEIJEl: Tha t would put him
out of court under the law, of I le land.

Mr. 'Mitchell: 11 wits transferred.
The PR F3MTER: Yes, onl the 11th

March, 1.910, these twvo blocks were tranis-
ferred to Roy Bedford Mitchell. A lease
of the Narratarra homestead was granted
to Mr. F. R. P. 2Mitehell as from the 1st
January, 1910. His ajpplication was il-
legally received onl the 4th March, 1910.
He w'as then registered as owner of 1,S98
acres of conditional purchase land, and
his appihcation was illegailly received. Mrs.
James Mitchell was grantied 1.032 acres,
alt hough she held other land to the value
of £6,500. 1 believe tha~t [lie Lands Pur-
chase Act was intended to apply to a.n 'y
person, whether the land was leasehold
or freehold. If that be so, then Mrs. Alit-
chiell was not entitled to that land.

Mr. Mitchell: The Premier knows futll
wvell that is not the Land Act. It is not
fair that he should assert it to be.

The PREMIER: I appreciate the
point, but I believe Parliament intended
that no person should be entitled to take
upl conditional purchiase land if that per-
son were the owner of either freeh old or
leasehiold. Mrs. Mitchiell obtained that
land wlheci in possession of other land.
She had tw'o blocks of 900 acres necar
Goonialling atifthe time, and she was iper-
pii Itcd to give upl this rea. thle whole of
lhe ainjiunit paid thereon, inamely £29,
being Iransferredl to the Nairatarrai block.
Was that I he way ilhe Minister treated
ev'eiybody?

Mir. Alitehlell: Yes.
The PRE'MIER : Even he lie ry survey

fees paid on the land near COnoniallin2
were transferred to [lie Nar-ratarra block.

'Mr. Mitchell: That is thle custom.
The PR EUMM : flat in ally oil, r case,

whlere it is not the Mlinister's wi. *, tile
Stt ies the survey fees over and ovr

again and it does not refund thenm.
Mr. Mitchell : That is not so.

The PR EM]IER: T say yes. The
transfer of these survey fees was contrary%
to the established practice.

26r. Mitchell : N.othing- of the sort.
The P11 EMWERf: It was so. At Narra-

tarra anl area of 804 acres was selected by
Mr. James Mitchell, then M1inister for
La ds. This, mark you, was a re-pur-
chased estate for closer settlenient, not
for family settlement, but for closer set-
tlemnent; and James Mitchell at that time
owned 5,787 acres valued at £80,690.
Under the Land Act the owner of more
than 2,000 acres cannot further select,
and in my opinion that was in tendled to
apply to tile owner of the land, whether'
leasehold or freehold.

11r. -Mitchell: No.
I-on. Frank Wilson: Tell uts where you

held land yourself illegally.
Thle PRFEER : This land at Nari a-

tarrat was re-purchased for closer settle-
ment, and it has at last reverted almost
wholly into thie hands of thr ee persons,
practically into [lie hands of one fanily.
It is interesting to note that Mr. F. R1.
P. MUitchiell. as soon as his Narra tarra
lanmd was p-a ited to him. began ap iplyling
for anl extension of time in iieih to pay
his land rent. He was stirantecl that ex-
teiision, but not under tile conditions
which applied to simnilar concessions made
to other settlers. He was ask-ed merely
to pary 6 per cent pier annlum onl deferred
paymrents. This was mlost uinusuial, especi-
aill;' for a re-purchased estate, [lie pay-
meats for which arme controlled by the
Lands Purchase Act. Only one prece-
dent existed for it, iiarnelr, that inl regard
to the land Owned by Mr. IHounslow,
also oil Na rralhira estate: that was
thie onIii preO~cedet they had for thlal
a.lfion. 7111r% F. R. P. Mi die! I a pplied
for a1 special lease of ile lan d between
thle landl ow ned 1) v lie 2 i tehiells lo [lie
(centre of thle Chapmnan River. This was
ia iinted wyithout any reference to ilie local

governig allioritv. CertainlyV Ihis was
miost unusual. as otller settlers were made
in fence ti'r bondaries ii md leave the
forcshorcs open to thle mablil. Nor is
thait all. o'i the 2.5th September. 1911.
at letter was sent to Mr. F. 13. P. 2 fileliell
wit bout there bavinuc been, nliv eornn,1 x

fremn him. It wils just prior to thle ee-
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tion, when things were not looking too
good for the then Government, and this
letter stated that as lon'g as a ring fence
were erected, the improvements required
on land owned by Mr. James Mitchell,
Mrs. C. R. Mitchell, and Mr. F. R. P.
Mitchell could be all done on one block.
No Ministerial approval was issued for
this unusual concession.

Mir. Mitchell: It is very usual.

The PREMIER: Then thle time has
arrived when we should alter it. Are We
to re-purchase large estates and allow one
family to get practically the whole of it
and put their improvements all on one
'dock7 It was never intended undnr the
Act. As the original homestead was
granted at £4 15s. per acre, and seeing
that it was very highly improved, it means,
probably, that the improvements already
effected would allow Mrs. Mitchell to get
thle Crown grant without any further im-
pro-vements beyond that of a ring fence.
The question is, should the State re-pur-
chase land to enable a Minister and his
wife to secure that land under non-resi-
dential conditions? Hundreds of selectors
were being refused land by the Land
Board at the time, yet r-ich land holders
-are allowed to acquire rich land in this
way. Can it be said to be a good policy?7

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why not have an
inquiry?7

The PREMIER: There is no used for an
inquiry, for all the facts are on the files,
and the person most interested here to-
night has not denied any of My state-
merits.

Ron. Frank 'Wilson: Your conclusions
are all wrong.

The PREMIER: T wish that they
were wrong and that my friend opposite
was not in possession of some of it, and
I was. My conclusions are that the pre-
sent member for Northam, whilst Min-
ister for Lands, secured for himself, his
wife, and his son, a large portion of an
estate repurehased under the terms of the
Act for the promotion of closer settle-
ment.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why should they
not, they are just as good settlers as any
ethers?

[7]

The PREMIER: I hold that it was
never intended that we should re-purchase
large estates for that purpose. Of course
the leader of the Opposition found great
glory in referring to a £6 transaction be-
tween the Minister for Lands and mayself
seven years agro whenl the conditions were
very different. But he finds it very aw-k-
ward, when his own supporters are
charged with transactions of the nature
I have mentioned.

Hon. Frank -Wilson : Not at all.
The PREMIER: 'No, certainly not.

At any rate the public can now judge
for themselves. Again, the lion. member
said that the administration of the Lands
Department by the present Minister for
Lanids had caused the banks to stop the
credit of the farners.

Hon. Frank I'Wilson: So it has.
The PREMIER: That statement. itn

my opinion, is a scandalous one. The
policy of the banks throughout history,

ntjust now when a Labour Government
is in office, is in times of stress, even
uinder the old Conservative Governments
as wvell as under more recent Govern-
ments, to put the screw on. They do
it under any form of Government. In
times of stress the banks are always the
last to risk their money, and the first to
put the screw on the bor-rower, and it is
exactly what they they would have done
had a Liberal Government been in power
instead of a Labour Government. The
member for Northam, when Minister for
Lands, waxed wrath, at the opening of
the Tainnnni agricultural hall,' at the
action of the banks in refusing to mnake
advances to farmers in the Eastern dis-
tricts. That was when the present leader
of the Opposition was heading a Liberal
Government, and yet he tries to infer that
this Government are responsible for the
banks putting the screw on in times of
stress.

Hon, Frank Wilson: So you are.
The PREMIER: They have done it

in every drought in every part of the
world. $?herefore, what is thle use of the
lion. mnember trying to make that a charge
agrainit the present Government?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Von destroy
their security and they call in their loans.
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The PREMLNIER: That is not so. There
is another matter which I think it would
be well I should make some mention of,
and that is the question of Parliamentary
nnthioritv for the actions of the Govern-
ment. I remember receiving a deputation
headed by the present lender of the Op-
position, and also amongst the number
was the ex-Minister for Works, Mr. Dag-
lish. In the report of that deputation
published in the West Australian of the
23rd -March the leader of the Opposition,
dealing with the Wickepin-Merredin line,
and thre decision of the Government to
straighten up that route, is shown to have
used the following words-

If Ihe line was carried to the west
hie thought they would find that it
vonlil go outside the 10-m-ile radius
permitted by the Act. The mandate of
Parliament was contained in the sehe-
dole to the Act, and if any deviation
was made it must he within 10 miles
of the route fixed in the schedule. If
the Government wvent outside the 10-
mile limit they would lay themselves
open to an injunction from the Supreme
Court preventing them from proceed-
ing with the construction of the rail-
war.

Tine lion, member asked me to give an
assurance that we would not go oulside
tine limit prescribed in the schedule with-
out first obtaining- Parliamentary ninth-
oril' . I rave anl assurance that such
woul1d be the ease, and I intend to keep
thiat promise. But it comes wvelI f rom
the hon. member to comne into my office
and seek a promise of that nature, when
his Government had lbcen responsible for
illegally' constructing a railway outside
thel limit auithorised hby Parliamen t. a
deviation which hias never been anthorised
vet. I have here a plan showing in red
the railwvay as coustructed from Tlatanl-
ning- to Iiojonup, another line showing
the route approved in tine Bill, and a
small blue line at the bottom, showing' thle
limit of deviation permitted in the Act.
Here is another line showing the route
,on which the Government illegally eon-
structed thie railway and for whichi they
have never obtained Parliamnenta ry a p-
prnoval. T -ray add that -Pe %rax- tried f0,

discover the ifie and find it missing; when
last heard of, it had been laid on the table
of the Legislative Council. The hon.
gentleman came here in wrathful indigna-
tion at our action in altering the Wiece-
pin-Merredin route, but when I look up
the records of his own Government I find
that he has exceeded the limit specified in
the Act, and has illegally constructed a
line.

Hfon, Frank Wilson : I have never
seen it before.

The PREMIER: Exactly. The late
Government never controlled the depart-
ments of State; Ministers were too busy
planning out schemes for defeating their
opp)onents to attend to the business of
the country, buit the 1present Minis trs are
attending to their offices, and in doing so
they are finding out these things which
should not be done. It ill-became the
leader of the Opposition to warn me
against constructing a line outside of the
limnits approved by Parliament when his
own Government had been guilty of such
an action.

The Minister for Works: It would be
interesting' to know where the file went.
The leader of the Opposition has a good
idea where the file has gone.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What do you
mean by that statement?

The 11inister for Works: As Minister
for Works vou should have found out
where thie file had gone.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Rubbish! you are
trying an insinuation.

The PREMIER: I am going to con-
clude by referring to statements made at
Liberal rallies at Hay' swater, Wanneroo,
and] other remote quarters, whuvre thie Gov-
ernment were accused of failing to keep
the promises given to the electors in Sep-
temnber last. We promised to borrow
mone 'y for reproductive works, and we
have kept faith with that promise by
carry' ing onl the public wvorks; of this
State. In fact, our public works piolicy
compares more than favourably with that
of any,) previous Administration, and we
have borrowed £C2.300.O00 for the carry-
ing- out of reproductiveC won'k-. We p1-11
mnised to give attention to genuine land
Fettlo~mmt. mnd we ore doing: that, with
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the result that there is to-day a record
area under cultivation, and we are pro-
ceeding fast to clear further areas for
the plough.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is not the
result of your efforts.

The PREMIER: 'We promised to at-
tend to water supplies, and to water con-
servation generally; we have kept faith
with that promise. we have established a
Water Supply Department, and have
done more to provide water supplies in
the agricultural and mining districts than
any other Government in the history of
the State. We promised not to starve
the railway service, and we have given
more attention to those using our rail-
ways than ever has been given previously.
We promised to abolish the special
charges onl district railways which wvere
an unfair impost on the later settlers and
wve abolished them as from the 1st July.
We promised also to attend to the health
of the community, and we hare secured
a piece of land splendidly situated for the
purlpose of a consumptive sanatorium in
the hills. We have rendered. more finan-
cial assistance to the hospitals than for
many years previously. We are now pre-
paring plans for the erection of a mater-
ni ty hospital in the metropolitan area, and
eventually we intend to extend it by at-
taching maternity wards to hospital., in
the country. We promised to give special
attention to the education of our people,
and one of the first essentials to that end
was to give better salaries to thle teaching
staff, at these have been granted- We
promised to estahlish continuation schools
in different parts of the State, and already
we have taken steps to establish one in
the Kalgoorlie and Boulder district and in
other places. We also promised to give
attention to the training of special teach-
ers for smnall country schools. That is
being accomplished at thle rate of about
fifty per annum, and in other directions
we have done wonders in giving attention
to our education system. We promised to
give the people of the metropolitan area
an opportunity of deciding w-hen they
would enjoy a weekly hftlf-boliday. We
did so, and they are now enjoying a Satur-
day haif-holdisy which they were denied

by our predecesors. WNe promised to
nationalise the tramways and we are doing
so, and -next week we will be bringing in a
Bill to take over the tramways at a price
for which they could not have been ob-
tained a few months ago. We promised
appeal boards to public servants who did
not come under the Public Service Act,
and also to give attention. to the conditions
under -which they arc working. W11e have
done muCh in that direction also. 'We have
given attention to the grievances of public
servants-grievances which have existed
for a number of years. They have comn-
plained month after month and year after
year,. and perhaps they are now thle hap-
piest servants in the history of the State.
We promised to give attention to a pare
milk supply, and took (he first step of
providing a pure milk supply to the Chi ld-
ren's hospital, in order to save the lives of
the young sufferers. and we have extended
it to the whole of the hopsitals. While we
are concerned about the people wvho are
inl our hospitals, we want to go further
aiid keep them out of the hospitals. and
we might extend thle scheme by providing
a pure milk supply for all and sundry.
These promises have been kept within a
few months of our existence as a Govern-
munt, and there are plenty more to follow.
What we ask is that Parliament should
give uis an opportunity to put into oper-
ation our policy in the direction in which
we desire. If Parliament will do that -we
are prepared to stand or fall as a partyv
and as an Administration with regard
to the operation of the policy, and as to
whether it is in the interests of the coun-
try or not. We believe it will he materi-
ally to the benefit of the people if our

)oicey is put into operation, and during
the time we have been in office we have
done our utmost to give effect to it. It
has meant very hard work on the part
of the Ministers of the Crown. Had it not
been for the splendid assistance rendered
by the honorary ministers , the Eons. J. E.
Dodd and W. C. Angwin.' I am doubtful
whether we could haive accomplished any-
thing of the nature that we have. It has
been a tremendous task, because our ex-
perience has been that new undertakings
are treated by puablic servants in A some-
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what shy manner, They do not like under-
taking- new concerns, and the Miinister has
to giespecial attention if he wishes them
to be successful. No one can say that the
present Government have neglected their
duty, and I claim that they have done
better work than has been done by any
previous Administration in the history of
the State.

On motion by Air. Mitchell debate ad-
jouirned.

Hfouse adjourned at 10.55 p.

Zegiefativectounctl,
Tuesday. 9th July, 1912.

Paprers preseuted ..
Questions : Workiers' Homes on Goldfields ..

Savings Rlank poliey .. .. .. ..
Papers: Coiimpensration claim of E. Mfesd .
Motion: Fremantle Dock Soririgs.......
Address-iin-ltsply, fouirrl day, a~mendmenit, point

of order. debate ..
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-3 p~. and read prayes.

PAPRMS P"RESENTED.
Br- tile Colonial Secretary: 1, Annual

report of 'Mires Department. 2, Rides
andI Regulations under (a) Mpatrimonial
Cauises; (bi) Port reanlations; (C) AMedi-
cal Department. 3, By-laws of the Meeka-
tharra board of health. 4, Papers rela-
ting. to lite aippointmencft of Mr. W. E.
Sudlrolz as mnanager of the State Steam-
ship Service Department (ordered on
motion byv Honi. it J. Lynn).

QUEST [ON-WORKERS' HOMES OIN
GOLDFIELDS.

1-on. B. D. 'McKENZIE asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Have lthe Govern-
mjert made any provision for procuring
suitable land for thle Purpose Of erecting

workmen's homes in or around the muni-
cipalities of Kalgoorlie, Boulder, Cool-
gardie, and Leonora 2, Has any notifi-
cation been given through the public Press
to the residents on the goldfields that the
Government arc now prepared to erect
and lease workers' homes9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied:- 1, NO; as no applications for
workers' homes have been received from
the districts referred to. 2, No; nor have
such notices appeared in the Press in any
district.

QUESTION--SAVINGS BANK
POLICY.

Hon. M. L. MOSS asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Have the Government come
to any decision as to the conduct of the
business of the Government Savings Bank
at places in the State outside Perth and
Fremnantle 2, If so, wkhat are the pro-
posals for carrying on the business in
fututre at such places other than Perth and
Ereinanle? 'a" If no decision has been
arrived at, when is it intended that the
matter involved in these questions will be
considered?

The COLONIAL SECRE]TARY re-
plied : The matters contained in the ques-
tion of the lion, member are now under
the consideration of the Government.

Hon. M. TL. M1oss: You told me that
eight monthis ago.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Well'
the matter is still under the consideration
of the Government.

Hon. 31. L. Moss: It takes them a long-
time to got a9 move on1.

H~on. . 1. Cullen.: In the meantime
they wvill he too late.

PAPEIRS- COMNPENSATIO'N CLAIM
OF E. MB A)).

Hon. Al. L. MOSS (West) moved-
T.hat the Agricultueral and the Crown

Law Departments' files dealing 7 
ii A6e

Claim of Ernest M11end, of Brunswick
Junction. for romapensation, for loss sus-
tained b.;j hint in. coflsequelr of fire es-
caping from tihe tate farmo at Bruns-
witack, he laid onl the Table.
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